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Abstract

In The Name of Allah, The Most Beneficent, The 

Most Merciful 

Studying the works of great scholars of Islam plays a 

significant role in spreading the knowledge of Islam 

to the later generations, and influences the Muslim 

community towards improving their performance as a 

nation. And will pose challenges to students and 

Islamic movements towards emulating and pursuing 

knowledge to become a point of reference like these 

Sheikh. 



 ص‌

 

Sheikh Uthman ibn Fodio is one of the famous 

Muslim scholars in the history of Islam in the West 

Africa.  Sheikh was a rare personality, a scholar, a 

philosopher, an advocate, a leader and a reformer. He 

was a Mujahid (fighter in the course of Islam) and 

was among those who led the movement of Islamic 

revival and reform in the eighteenth century A.D, 

which succesfully established the Sokoto Caliphate in 

West Africa. He had indeed spread plenty of 

knowledge in Hausa land for He was a religious 

teacher. He used simple language to teach the basics 

of Islam to herdsmen, farmers, and women. He was a 

prolific writer. He authored not less than 115 books 



 ض‌

 

on various topics of Islamic interest ‌in the field of 

ideology, politics, economy, and jurisprudence. 

The study concluded that the methodology of sheikh 

Uthman bn fodio “May Allah‟s Mercy be upon him 

was built and fixed on the book of Allah (Quran) and 

the authentic sunnah of the prophet. The study 

identified many examples in the explanation of the 

meaning of Qur‟anic verses using other verses of 

Qur‟an, authentic narrations from the Prophet (SAW) 

the sayings of the companions - God bless them - and 

other methods used by the shaikh - May Allah‟s 

Mercy be upon him - Few examples were found in his 

books on the explanation of the verses of Qur‟an 

using the sayings of the followers of the companions, 



 ط‌

 

and no examples of other methods of tafsir was found 

in his books though we explained other methods that 

are used in the quranic exegesis other than those 

found in the sheikh‟s book in the chapter three of this 

thesis. 

Therefore this research aims to examine the methods 

adopted by Sheikh Uthman ibn Fodio “May Allah‟s 

Mercy be upon him” in explaining the verses of the 

Holy Quran in some of his books. The books 

examined are as follow: “Ihya‟u as-sunnah wa  
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ikhmad al-Bid‟a”, “ Kitab al Usulud-din” Umdatul 

Muta‟abidin wal Muhtarifin”, Bayan Wujub al hijrah 

ala Ibad” and  Siraaj al Ikhwan fi ihamum ma yahtaju 

ilayhi fi adhaz-zaman”.  
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