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Abstract
Title: ‘ -

Abridging in Tafsir (Qur’anic Commentary): A Theoretical and Applied
Study on the Two Abridged Books of Ibn Abi Zamanayn for the Tafsir of
Yahya ibn Sallam and that of al- Baghawi for al-Tha’labi”.

By: Ali Sa’id Muhammad al ‘Amri
In Fulfillment of the requirement of the degree of Master of Arts.

Aim of research: A study of the abridging process in Tafsir with regards to its
causes, types, criteria, uses, downsides and influence on understanding the ayahs
(verses of the Quran). This is needed to arrive at certain criteria to be followed
while abridging tafsir books. From here I study the two abridged books of Ibn
Abi Zamanayn for the Tafsir of Yahya ibn Sallam and that of al-Baghawi for al-
Tha’labi’s Tafisr, to arrive at the criteria they followed while abridging threse
books.
The dissertation consists of two main parts:
The first part: A theoretical study containing the following chapters:

1- The concept of Abridging, its Types and Opinions of Scholars with

- Regards to it.

2- The Reasons behind Abridging and the Kinds of Those Who Resort to it.

3- Criteria for Abridging, its User and Downsides.

4- The Influence of Abridging.
The Second part: An Applied study.
Consisting of two parallel chapters: the first is of ibn Abi Zamanayn’s abridging
of the Tafsir of Yahya ibn Sallam, while the second is on al-Baghawi’s
abridging of al-Tha’labi’s Tafsir. Each of them contains four sections:
1- Introduction to the original and abridged Tafsir compliers and each one’s
methodology. :
2- Comparison between the original and the abridged with regards to relying on
originals sources (i.e., Quran and Hadith).
3- Comparison between the original and the abridged with regards to relying on
using their opinion in Tafsir.
4- The criteria used in abridging both books.
In this study I have come to reach a number of conclusions including:
1- Abridging was known among the earliest scholars of Tafsir and that they
differed about its permission. Some of them permitted it unconditionally
whereas others did but with certain conditions.
2- The method of the early scholars in abridging is different from that of the
latter with regards to the assiduity which distinguishes the work of the early
scholar.
3- Many abridged books are impaired with imperfections because of the
abridger’s inability.
4- Abridging lead to annotations and commentary, which deserve a separate
study of their own.
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