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ABSTRACT
The Quranic Readings of the German Orientalist Noldekes Book
"History of Quran"
Presentation and Criticism

Malik Hussein Sha'ban Hasan

Doctorate Thesis, submitted at Yarmouk University, 2011
Supervised by:
Prof. Abdullaah Marhoul as-Sawaalmah
Prof. Muhammad Khazir al-Majali

This Thesis is intended to uncover the German Orientalist Theodore
Noldke's stance of the Qur'anic Recitations and the Uthmanic Codex, and
critiquing the misgivings he raised against them in his book: "The History
of the Qur'an”.

The study utilizes the inductive method of research in identifying the
misgivings proposed by Noldke concerning the Qur'anic Recitations and
the Uthmanic Codex. It then employs a critical method to treat his
allegations.

Noldke's vision of the Qur'anic Recitation Variants and Uthmanic Codex
are critiqued in this Study.

In the domain of the Uthmanic Codex, Nolde's choice of narrations to
substantiate his claims of found flaws in the Uthmanic Calligraphy were
put to the test. Likewise his allegations concerning the Uthmanic Codex in
the following areas are examined: His allegations of the existence of
linguistic and semantic flaws, the existence of discrepancies in text
formulas among the Uthmanic Copies, occurrences of faulty spelling,
similarities between Qur'an and poetry, and inaccuracies in the placement
of verse endings.

In Qur'anic Recitations section, the study critiques Noldke's Stance as to
the Qur'anic Modes of Recitation (4Aruf) along with other stances such as:

the permissibility of thematic recitation, his allegation of human tampering
on the part of recitors in recitations, odd recitations, the recitations of
Abdullah ibn Mas'ud and Ubayy ibn Ka'b. The study also examines
Noldke's claim that Qur'anic Variants were due to lack of short vowels
(Harakaat). Noldke's position regarding Recitation choice and the
grammarians stance of variant Recitations were also examined.

A



The Study uncovers the perilous methodology adopted by Noldke in
dealing with the sources and references. On occasions he relies on
unreliable sources; other times he displays a selective approach to Islamic
sources. He paraphrases a quote and provides the reference; upon checking
the original quote, it turns to be to the opposite effect of what Noldke
reports it. He attaches to reports additional phrases and haphazardly passes
judgments lacking scholarly basis or merit, in addition to apparent self
contradictions. All this and much more blunders that seem to be
characteristic of the General Orientalist approach comprising: disregard of
authentic narrations, exploitation of weak and apparently fabricated reports,
discarding facts, bigotry and lack of objectivity.

It has become apparent to the researcher that a tremendous influence of
Noldke through his book (The History of the Qur'an) on later Orientalists in
the filed of Qur'anic Recitations and Uthmanic Codex and other relevant
areas of study, is a reality.
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253-Francis Dvornik , The Ecumenical Concils , Hawthorn Books , New York 1961.
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Yoo-A.l. Asbesry, The Cambridge Sahooe of Arabic. Cambridge 1948.
Yo1-«Leblois, Le Koran et la Bible Hébraique».

YeoV-W. Muir, The Life of Mahaire.

YoA-B. St. Hilaire, Mahomet et Koran.
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260-The collection of the Quran , John Burton , Published by the Syndics of the
Cambridge University Press, First published, 1977.

261-Muhammad At Mecca, Montgomery Watt , Oxford University Press,
London, 1953.

262-Muhammad And Quran, Rafiq Zakaria , Penguin Books, First published ,
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