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Abstract:

The Role of Qur’anic Schools in the establishment of
Islamic Culture in East Africa (Zanzibar as a sample)

This study is intended to investigate the activities of the
Qur’anic schools and their role in the wake of establishment of
Islamic culture in East Africa. The paper tries to trace back since
infantile stage of these schools in the region. How they struggled
and survived against the local inherited traditional culture of the
people. How they managed to intermingle with them. How they
managed to spread their Islamic messages from Arabia in the
rooted local African culture. How this interaction led to the
establishment of a new culture “Afrabia” that embraced Islam
and Arabic scripts?

Qur’anic schools dominated educational and cultural
spheres before the introduction of the colonial and missionary
activities and the establishment of any Western educational
institution in Zanzibar in particular and other coastal towns of
East Africa in general. The people interpret these schools as their
guidance centres for daily economic, business, religion, worship
and administrative activities. Teachers and graduates of these
schools were respected, and they worked as consultants of the
society.

The study also underlines the crucial role played by the
Qur’anic schools as they were used as primary training centres
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for scholars in Fighi, Tasawuf and propagation of Islam and
Islamic culture.

In the course of discussion, the study concentrates on
analyzing and reviewing manuscripts and documents that are
available in Zanzibar National Archives and other areas such as
public and private libraries.
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2_B.G. Martin (1971), Notes on some members of the learned classes of
Zanzibar and East Africa, p. 25 - 45
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®- G. Thomas Burgess (2009), Race , Revolution, and struggle for human rights in

Zanzibar, The memoirs of Ali Sultani Issa & Seif Sharif Hamad, Ohio University
Press, USA

’- Benyan S. Turki (1987), British policy and Education in Zanzibar 1980-1943,
Thesis submitted to the University of Exeter for the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy in History in the Faculty of Arts, 6.
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& LW. Hollings worth (1953), Zanzibar under Foreign Office 1890-1913,
Macmillan & Co. Ltd, London, 47

°- Abdulla Talib Abdulla & Ust. Ugoda (2006), Report of a survey concerning the
introduction of common syllabus for all Zanzibar Madrassa, Zanzibar

. Roman Loimeier (2009), Between Social Skills and Marketable Skills; The
Politics of Islamic Education in 20" Century Zanzibar, Netherland,

1 ZNA, AB1/390: Religious Instruction Dole
12. AD3/8: Report on the Syllabus and Teaching of the Koran and Diana

B_ Zanzibar Department of Education Report for the Triennium, 1961-1963

. Amina A. Issa (2003), the transmission of Islamic knowledge in Ng’ambo and
rural areas of Zanzibar 19th — 20th Century, paper presented at the
Conference on “The Global Worlds of the Swabhili, Zanzibar, 2003.

. Sayyid Omar Abdallah (1958), Proceedings of Conference on Muslim
Education, 23

16 ... (1956), Proceedings of Conference on Muslim Education

Y- ibid

18_ Zanzibar Department of Education Report for 1936

. Zanzibar Protectorate Annual Report (1940)

_ 7anzibar Department of Education Report for 1942

2L_ Interview with Mwalimu Idrisa, Head of Zanzibar Islamic Heritage

(September 2011)

22_Benyan S. Turki (1987), 77.

2_ L.W. Hollings worth (1953), 51

?4_ Abdulla Talib Abdulla & Ust. Ugoda (2006), 9.

_Benyan S. Turki (1987), 79

%6. www.alukah.net/culture, yali .5 adl fea Yo o

272 http://forum.moe.gov.om
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270_ A guide to Zanzibar (1961), iii
%8_ Shaykh Ali bin Haji and Shaykh Teketeke files
?°_ Ziddy Issa (2011), Development of Quranic Education in Zanzibar in the
19" to the first half of the 20" century, 31
0_ Mahroki (2010) 6/3, http://pulpit
3L Ziddy Issa (2011), Lugha ya Kiarabu Zanzibar; Historian a Mbinu za
Usomeshaji, 49 — 50
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3. purpura A. (1997), the social relations of Islamic expertise in Zanzibar town,
PhD thesis, The City University of New York, 36

%% Ziddy Issa (2002), Historia na Maisha ya Sheikh Hassan bin Ameir Shirazi,
Express Printing Press, Zanzibar, 25

¥_Souvenir of the activities of ten years of the EAMWS (1954), Fort Jesus, Mombasa,
Kenya, 52

*_Abdalla Saleh Farsy, Baadhi ya Wanavyuoni wa Kishafi wa Mashariki ya Afrika,
Mombasa, 1972

¥7_ AD20/62: Teachers
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39_Ziddy Issa (2011), Lugha ya Kiarabu Zanzibar; 73 — 83.
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