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(1) Non-invasive .
(2) Quantal factor .
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,l (Electropalatography "EPG") V) _, ¢Sl dlisdl oty Jro Gl eLaeY
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(2) Phonation .

(3) Vocal folds .

4) Fndcropuc

(5) High-speed digital imaging of vocal fold v1brat10n
(6) Glottis .

ey wlyis Gt el ool 3 OV il 351 e By Ba (V)

http://www.phon. ucl. ac. uk/home/ val

Y-,



4l (Kymograph) S sl el ez Sy dry o0 o 2o ) s e
g slagdl bais daS 8 LS A& e Jorew OB (Rousselot) as
el o B ol 251 8 - 5l Y1y oall e (Ladefoged, 1997:150)
U podl ode b S Blts randly insS Y1 lpo V1 o sy o+ 5peal
5 LY (= 2 W (Oscillograph) 4 .4,f (,_..,\) e ek (.J - QJ;\}\
O o sadl JK2W oty (6 on Slgndl 1 s o). u,u\mftjus\uu,ajs
S adlaadl L gyl e M sallan 0g (Y] JS l) 45 gl 3,L350
iy Jdoo ade ey g L) J"L"J‘J"Q‘u‘””‘“d;’“u\s
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L9 LSy Adeslidl oMl i J-Ty (Danilina et al., 1988:351)
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Cilhadl of el ol Poves o ol oY1 o) St sl up Clas
1* o s 3 Ladladl o oelf £Lf (Bell Laboratirues) J; Jolae b asd 251 o5
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(2) Wavefrom .

(3) Processing .

(4) Periodic functions .
(5) Differentiation and Integration .
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£ 03133 Ao I e S 51 25 ) 6L ki Bl 5545 Ryl
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o S s pLel okl s Lo i) Hoeadl 9 aaziy o
G 5) oS ool oy UalSan iz ST 4, s ) gglsg Tl iz SV L, 1
& ple Fidb oya LA all |, (Fant, 1960) @ T NN
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http://www.kayelemetrics.com
(2) Software .
(3) Hardware .

(4) Source-Filter Theory .
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Y gy o gall o idall Pl M Jot 4l Lazd (Pattern Playback)
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Sar) Syl ogmall gl SN kel WL 0 GBSl e
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A Bk £S13] dooal o 1) sl iy iy G Lo ] oY)
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SMudadl e Al s ey o b jsbeedl Sl e Bl Ak el gadd
. (Clark and Yallop, 1995:257) & Jadl s da Je
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s s e ogall il ol S S gy ad gl 0)3ne

(1) Onput .

(2) Output .

(3) Spectral Structure .
(4) Formant Frequencies .
(5) Consonant Loci .

(6) Place of Articulation .
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o) et U el sliaay (Acticulation) okl Py el gl pele e
" Gl O D SIS ] sltdl ] 6 il e i geall 5L oS
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e gl Al OB LIS . elygdl s slyT o Gyl ) Ml
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| YI Hardcastle and laver, 1997 Lass, 1976, Morton, 1984, Painter, 1979)

Y a1 IV ool e Jlou el (6 S 2as l Of

(1) Broadband .
(2) Narrowband .

- (3) Place of articulation .

(4) Manner of articulation .

(5) Initiation or Air stream mechanism .
(6) Intonation .

(7) Intensity .

(8) Voiced .

(9) Voiceless .
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(1) Eilters .

(2) Analog .

(3) Linear .

(4) Logarithmic .
(5) Psychoacousfic .
(6) Frequency .
(7) Intensity .
(8) Hertz .

(9) Watt .

(10) Mel .

(11) Decibel .
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(1) Bark .

(2) ERB.

(3) Peripherals .

(4) Basilar Membrane .
(5) Spectrogram .

(6) Cochleogram .
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O s Lo il 3 gelly 5 By o) oanll Bl 3 g o S
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egilole dgma b pazes dljle 1490 plo Ly o por5e B

LLal oy slaladl o 313 sl Dbl od ¢ (MIT) Lo of 4252l
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(Y (Magnetoencephalography Functional .Magnetic Resonance Imaging "MEG' "FMRI")

(1) Neurogram .

hittp://broca.mit.edw/mind.html. LI e gyl i By L g oS (Y)
(3) Auditory Cortex . _

(4) Categorization .

(5) Continuum .

(6) Millisecond .
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(2) Cognitive Scientists .

(3) Neuroscience .

(4) Pathological voices .

%) Aperiodicity features .

(6) Noise features .

~ (7) Perturrbation .
. (8) Short-term .

(9) Cycle-to-cycle .
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(1) Waveform .
Jitter © 4wl 3 ade ckla..a.dl yFrequency perturbation (Y)

- Shimmer : &Nl 3 ade allasasliy Amplitude (%)
(4) Harmonic-to-Noise ration .
(5) Vowels .
(6) Periodic .
(7) phonetogram of Voice Range Prrofile .
(8) Intensity .
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(1) Hoarseness diagram .
(2) Irregularity component .

F A Bl e il S Bl 6,803 1, il Sen (1)

http://svr—www.eng.cam.ac.uk/~ajr/Specch Analsysis

Yo



. &y BLl 5 LN J g2 455 35y (Sampling Theory) el & s —
bl gl 3 e

(Filter Bank lowd ol s & yoms danilyy Julos Jto g3 I Jolotll 611 = ¥

Lol b 23 7l eatliing o3 I el Juloezdl adnyy Analysis)

. (Non-linear Frequency Scales)
prd) ayp Jigs 5/ (Digital Fourier Transform) a3}l 4, Js5 = ¥
s Ao e Jdan ol CS o o9 (Fast fourrier Transfonn)
o ) (Windows) 1yl glsl Joa sodens BE pemanyy (5l
el 5yl pemy e gl Cgliedl Judoug el 45 gl 5,LENN
C"U"J‘ iy Sl oo ST Gl Jdow (Capstral Analysis) |

. (The Autocorrelation from the FFT)

Caay g Bl e o gy (Wavelet) Jygou - &

: @J_.M oy by Jild e b IS ga 9 (Z.Transform) Z J..,;u— o

i b 9 (Linear Prediction Analysis "LPC") 3¢l Pl Jeldl - 1
B o gadl S o 550 4l 5L Lpdpdl WJleadt ! eI
. Jﬁ\au 3

. _s»3 (Perceptual Linear Prediction) SN il el ol =V
Lol el gl ey gl sl o Lo oddadl &
ol dimm L sl dodlly el am) @ Jops O i P
YRR FUNEE (F SUR VRS P WON IR PR PR, I l e
- dalldl

. (Peak Picking) wail) LUty a5 G by ddpdll SbySull Jbont = A

A



O el 53l 3 ol sl ] (Voicing Analsys) ga) Jelos - 4
Pl é):.”) (Autocorrelation) g1l Gleall e dilzsol Syl pluszal,
- (Zero-Crrossin rate) jiwall (gdes i 29 (Cepstrum) e sl wghiadly
<Ml (Speech Coding) NS 125 L4y Allane dowokin L35 LS — \ o
pglaad) Lol 51 V1 e B e 5lize ol ) e,
ot B R pall L L M el e Of Uy O i
o S5 L Lol LGl Lty ol gmo V1 oy g3 2l mli
oo ety a3 0 5 e 26 L s 2l ol
By 2o pdl (3 ol il i 80y G gl © b1 gl oy
8 &bl pled gdlas pdallyy ol picall o Al e S 5
| ' cdgdedl (SN ool Jgas ol 4 gize
SSa] e OV IV bl Bl oV o sl (5 4200
oyl 3 IS oy 255 )L e yte Ml 1 00Y A
Lanascall gl 2 el 0 ol L]ty 1 o #lsl ool
(@l JSKa) (ol Gl e a0 dlesed © (Speech Analyzer 1.06a)
Sl gl ISl 5 s (ol ol O [er] wilally
R PR P AR N TR PR SN
W ogmall $lis)Y 8 Bladl L2 Y1 Zedl ay (Magnitude) © o)l a3
PR I BN ] Ot S Al ey I (Zero-Crossing) iall 295 Sl =~
Uil oo Jbodl s 03 o) ol 5 21 oo o3 Tl 5 gty gy

(1) fundamental frequency of FQ .
(2) Harmonic Frequencies .
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* (4) Amplitude .
(5) Loudness .
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Notes

Tranxlation, which is considered a multi-level process, is also defined “as
the rendering of the same idea from the Source Language (=SL) into the Target
Language (=TL)" (Shunnaq 1998:33) The translator often looks for equivalent
lexical items and expressions. There are three approaches to equivalence-
oruebted translation. One of theses approaches has a pragmatic - functional
perspective (ct. House 1977; Baker 1992; Aziz 1998; Hu 2000), the other two
being cultural (Nida and Taber 1982; Gaad 1999; Enani 2000) and linguistic
approaches (cf. Catford 1965). '

2,

Other more popular works include Zuqaq Al-Madaq or Madaq Alley (30
Editions in 15 languages) and The trilogy (25 editions in 12 languages) (cf. Al-
Ahram Weekly Online; 7-13 February 2002, issue No. 572).

3.

Throughout this paper, the examples given in Arabic have been taken from
the original text, which was published in 1977 by Maktabat Masr. The examples
given in English are taken from Gassick and Badawi’s English translation of the
novel. This translation was published in 1984 by the Americn University in
Cairo Press.
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“Wait Said” he pleaded. And after Shaban Husayn was killed he took his family
away again. He didn't te]] any on where (The Thief and the Dogs, p. 119-120).

Note here that communicative meaning has been ignored. Note also that the
conjunction ‘and’ is superfluous in the translation for the SL text has no
coordinatingh conjunction before aay ("after”). This is probably attributed to the
impact of Arabic on the TL, a topic that needs further research.

5. Conclusion

This paper has set out to pinpoint the linguistic and pragmatic problems
involved in the English translation of Naguib Mahfouz’s The Thief and the
Dogs. It has been shown that some problems arise as a result of contextual
factors ignored by the translators. Since the characters in the novel behave like
ordinary human beings regarding the use of speech acts, the maxims of
politeness, and types of inferencing, the translators miss an essential source of
meaning if they do not take all these factors into consideration. In addition,
some translational problems are associated with the lexical and syntactic level.

" In fact these levels host a sizable number of problems in the translantion of the

novel under study. This study does not exhaust all possible translational
problems in this novel. Other possible areas that can be investigated for
translational problems include the textual and the rhetorica] levels.
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There is nothing in this context which indicates that the utterance was
produced by the taxi driver who brought her home. The lack of the definite
article in the SL utterance shews that an unidentified taxi driver expessed
sympathy with Said. The examples given above show that the translators took
too much liberty in rendering constructions of addition. In addition, they have
also elaborated by adding a relative clause (i.e. “who brought me home”’) which
does not have an equivalent in the original text. All these practices have resulted
in translational inaccuracy.

Active and passive sentences, if not properly handled, can give rise to
translational problems. In the words of Aziz (1998: 125), “the passive and the
active in English are not equivalents if this communicative aspect of the
sentence is taken into consideration”. In the active sentence, the subject is the
theme or the entity the speaker is talking about; in a passive sentence, the
subject of the active sentence s turned into the rheme, the new information and
is assigned end-focus. The object of the active assumes role of the theme. A
translator using an active sentence in the TL as equivalent to a passive sentence
in SL in fact in fact ignores the communicative meaning conveed by the SL
sentence. Aziz (1998: 127) suggests two Arabic structues that can be exploited
with the purpose of overcoming this problem: the first pattern can have both a
passive and an active component. The fomer part can emphasize the action
whereas the latter part can “bring in the agent as the Rheme of the sentence
carrying new information” (ibid.). The second pattern “exploits the flexible
word order in Arabic by thematizing the object and Keeping the sentence in the
active” (ibid.)

In the following SL active sentence, the subject 33ad 44 (heavy light) is the
theme or entity that is being talked about. The translators, using a passive
sentence as equivalent to the SL sentence, have turned it into the Rheme (or
new information) of the sentence, thus disturbing the communicative meaning
of the SL sentence: N

(e oa ¢Sl pall) dald 4SS 4gle (s yad 5

Suddenly, he was assaulted by light. (The Thief and the Dogs, p. 51)

Similarly, in the following example, the translators have changed a nominal
clause, which emphasizes the death of Shaban, into a passive clause in which
Shaban is made the theme of the clause :

o 3l iy o 099 4l daag s s Gl S8 32y (g T -
(M pa il galll) L Ay
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The use of the past perfect in the above TL sentence conveys an impression
that Ilish and Nabawiyya left the apartment before Said’s visit. This meaning
does not reflect the contextual meaning for we know that Said did visit them at
home before they moved out. The translation can be improved as following:
Ilish and Nabawiyya moved out after Said and the detective visited them.

The following conversational exchange is between Said and Nur, We know
that the injury in Said’s knee is probably due to a bullet or perhaps as a result of
jumping over the fence. |

| , ¢ ‘ad -
:w&u.,ug:.m.sssﬁdﬂaﬁss,
S by 1 L gy 0

1Cia Lad
oalll) 138 & gal Uiy 2a aie il o) e A} L e cia A el -
(M0 La sty

“Ther’es blood” she said.

Said noticed for the first time. “It’s just a minor wound,” he said, showing
her his leg. “I hit it on the door of a taxi.”

“You’ve been out in that uniform for some some specicfic reason ! Ther's
no limit to your madness. You’]l kill me with worry !” (The Thief and the Dogs,
p. 126-127).

Note that the construction of ‘addition’ =S QU (The door of the taxi)
refers to a specific taxi, that is the taxi Said hired on his way home. This fact
should not be ignored in the translation. If we examine the translation of this
phrase, we will notice that reference is made to an indefinite taxi (the door of a
taxi’) so much so that it could Mmean any taxi, not necessarily the one that
brought him home. If the definite articl is removed from the construction of
addition , the taxi would be indefinite. The following SL utterance contains the
phrase =SU (85 (the driver of a taxj ) which does not refer to a specifi taxi

. driver. The translators, howvere, rendered it as if it were referring to a specifing

to a specific driver :
walll) ...@xwﬂg)m&}dﬁm‘gs‘)\ﬂ&s@h oSG gl -
NPT

“The taxi driver who brought me home was in your side. But he said you’d
killed some poor innocent fellow” (The Thief and the Dogs, p. 128)
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to a different situation where a person is wearing some clothes but not enough
to cover the whole body.
A Ry g5 (gl B OB g L SHUN (i oe gl 0 gL L U g g
(VY e ¢Sl g pall)) sl Aaaad jad) A gSia Ayl
At the sound of Nur’s yawning, loud, like a groan, he turned away from the
window shutters toward the bed. Nur was sitting up, naked, her hair dishaveled,
looking unrested and run-down. (The Thief and the Dogs, p. 32).

Aziz (1998: 121) argues that the translation of Mahfouz's novel - Maq
Alley-indictes that a proper noun in the SL is replaced with a pronoun in the
TL. This shows that while English opts for implicit refence, Arabic opts for
explicit reference. The translators of The Thief and the Dogs seem to have
preserved this property of English. The following SL extract refers to ‘the men’
who stood up to meet Said but the translators, instead of using a noun phrase,
have employed a personal pronoun ‘they’ . This pronoun is not anaphorically
used in the TLT for there is no previously mentioned entity to which ‘they’
refers. Since this is a gender- neutral pronoun, it is not clear whether its referent
‘35 masculine or feminine. The translators should have simply used the noun
phrase “the men” in the TLT.

 aaly oy Aagh ) gally Gaeal ¥ (el QgL Jla ) (3laa

e b sl ga)ly

ol o 3l Ly A

LSSl all) L An g skl 0 S g da g 6 o4l plaa gl (1o 4 | aaly
. (io oA

They stared at him incredulously, then everyone in the café rose at once to
meet him. Led by the proprietor and his waiter, uttering a variety of colorful

expressions of welcome, they formed a cir c/e oround him, kissing him on the
cheeks. (The Thief and the Dogs, p. 55).

The English tense system is more complicated than that of Arabic, but “Arabic
has its own resources to express all nuonces of meaning conveyed by the various
tenses in English” (Asfour 2000: 21). The following TL sentence has the past
perfect in the first two clauses and the past simple tense in the last clause:

) gan g Laa 15 ) p gl (ol (b Lagiy Ly g $odu il A AL
(‘Hua u....t)lﬁbua.m) . ddgda 3)41‘ M\uﬁw&ﬂh‘g ¢ Olgsdly

The same day he’d visited them with the detective and Ilish’s friends, Ilish
Sidra and Nabawiyya had moved out of their flat and another family moved in.
...(The Thief and the Dogs, p. 80). o
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“No, it wasn’t. I was sure of my safety, as usual, It was that dog who
betrayed me, in collusion with her. (The Thief and the Dogs, p. 32)

Note also that the translators have not paid any attention to the connotative
meaning of the word @M< . which has been rendered as “the dogs” in the
following SLT. The context indicates that this word is used to refer to the
friends of Ilish (the sycophants). Clearly, the dependence on the denotative
meaning of the word can be confusing. This word could have been rendered as
“the bastards”;

ol ey u"L“J o, (4] UJL“‘J LHEL UJL.J gl Cyas e glad¥lal -
, - !
(8V ua c@dlly alll) . ale | gl A L (3 i —

Why does she harp on the subject of affection ? She should talk to that

treacherous woman, and the dogs, and the little girl who rejected me.

“One day we’ll succedd in finding it,” he said: (The Thief and the Dogs, p. 66).

3.2 Translational problems at the syntactic level

The translator of any text should be aware of the fact that the two languages
s/he is working on might turn out to have structural differences. For instance,
Arabic is different from English in that the definite article (? a) I - in Arabic can
be used “to specify any individyal example of a category, and ... to refer
generically to a whole category” (Holes 1995: 161). This article has a generic

reference in the following SL extract :

vng\d‘ui@&@akﬁ;,g\,uaﬁssmme,pﬁm\emu...
(™Y e gl g alll) o Agall 5glady &l 03 L plall

His kind words aer cunning, his smiles no more than a curl of lips, his
generosity a defensive flick of the fingers, and only a sense of guilt moved him to
him to let me cross the threshold of his house. (The Thief and the Dogs, p. 47).

Note that the translators have dealt with the definite article as if it were used
to refer to specific entities, namely, Said’s words and smiles, They have
employed the possessive pronoun (his) in order to emphasize the specific rather
than the generic reading,

The following SL extract from the novel contains the phrase 4, ;le 4u% (half-
naked). This expression is inaccurately treated as a one - word unit and has been

rendered ds ‘naked’ instead of ‘half-naked’ The former word (‘naked’) refers to
a situation where a person has no clothes on. The latter (compound) word refers
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Words may have two types of meaning: denotative and connotative. The
denotative meaning refers to “the relationship between a linguistic unit and the
non-linguistic entities to which it refers”. (Crystal 1991: 74). The co no{ative
meaning refers to “the emotional associations (personal or communal) which
are suggested by, or are part of the meaning of, a LINGUISTIC UNIT,
especially a LEXICAL ITEM”. (Crystal 1991: 74). Newmark (1981: 133)
claims that the translator sometimes has to give precednce to emotive and
effeective meaning in the SL over the informative and content meaning if the
context requires that. Shunnaq (1998: 39) argues that. |

In Arabic we have numerous examples of lexical items/expressiohs which
constitute a difficulty when translated into English and their translations look
incongruent despite strenuous efforts would be exerted by translators and, in
most cases, translators fait to convey connotative meanings and they manage
only to convey the denotative meanings.

Such connotative meanings reflect the relationship between words and the

additional values which the cultural systems impose on language (cf. Rossini
2000).

In the following excerpt from Mahfouz’s novel, we have a connotative
meaning associated with the word lal} ‘fox’ : it implies cunning, and devious
acts. The translators have taken this into consideration when they rendered the
phrase s} ¢pl | as “cunning bastard”. |

(W oue cdil g palll) § & i 13l s O b sl -

shut up, you cunning bastard. (The Thief and the Dogs, p. 17)

The translators’ sensitivity to connotative meaning does not remain intact.
The word <!} (dog) in the following SL extranct does not refer to refer to a
real animal. Rather, it refers to a human being, that is , Ilish; the translators do
not refer to this fact, which renders the translation almost confusing. Note,
however, that the relative pronoun ‘whl’ rather than ‘which’ is used to imply
that the refernt is a human being. The translators could have used &13 name of
the person referred to disambiguate the statemnet as in Ilish, the dog (uSSS\ els):

(ot g i) cpladl) o &g AalaS cuiS (DS ‘M}d\ﬁﬂauhtpﬁgel—
Sl g all) i (S A il il 23 ¢ (o B9 e GUVY
..(Y'\u.a

« It wasn’t thanks to any sweat by the police that I was arrested”.
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refers to a policeman - not an officer - wearing civilian clothes. The translators
should have rendered the word consisitently throughout the TL text.

In the following SL, excerpt, the word 4hl (slap) is used to refer to a single
event: the fact that Said, using the palm of his hand, slapped the man’s face.
The translators have used the word ‘beat’ as equivalent to the SL word. In
English, the word ‘beat’ refers to hitting somebody “repeatedly”. with a stick”
(OALD). Since there is no stick used, the word ‘beat’ Seems to be inappropriate
in expressing the intended meaning.

P G rla g o gld AR Abats
(Y oa oy palll) | aséﬁpmﬁ%?w‘au-bﬂ#—

Said hit him again, and the man groaned with pain and fear. “Why are you
beating me, Said? God damn Sidra wherever he may be... (The Thief and the
Dogs, p. 120).

The following SL sentence contains the verb (§i\a3 which means ‘embrace’
or “to hold (a person, etc.) into one’s arms as a sing of affection” (OALD). But
the translators have rendered it as ‘made love to’.

Sl g alll) . .l G el Al i g ) Claall (il Al b 4 cuils

' (AV ua

A moth overhead made love to a naked light bulb in the dead of the noight.

(The Thief and the Dogs, p. 100).

Moreover, since the SL verb has a progressive sense, the TL. verb ‘made’
which hds a non-progressive sense, seems to be inappropriate: the expression
‘was embracing’ should both preserve the metaphoric structure and the past
progressive meaning,

In the following SL extract, the word aadi indicates that Nur js getting older
and older. The translators have rendered this word as ‘getting on’.In English,
the expression ‘getting on’ (also ‘getting along’) means ‘make progress’ or 'be
successful in one’s life or career’ (QALD). This erroneous rendering. which is
far from the intended meaning, has distorted the meaning of the SL text:

On St b Gl (b s ) ) a4 AT Ol g AlS il g ol
(Y Ga st walll) L dals dals) dikle (o] il cil g anll Akl 5 & Nalaal)

But surely Nur would never betray him, never turn him over to the police for

the reward. She had no interest nOwW in such tranwsactions. She was getting on

~in life. What she wanted wag a sincers emotional relationship with somenoe.
(The Thief and the Dogs, p. 136).

18



people. English has a figurative expression: snake in the grass, which refers toa

“deceitful or treacherous person who pretends to be a friend” (Oxford Adanced

Learner's Dictionary (OALD). The translators have rendered the word Olsdl) as

“fox’. which is a wild animal of the doy family. This animal, which is less

dangerous than a snake, uses clever means to obtain food. Clearly, the choice of
the word “fox” as equivalent to “snake” has distorted the intended meaning:

16 sl dlaa £l cal€) Gl cal ¢! el Gala Ol gle sy Ga el -

(38 ge el oalll)

“Are you really the same one? The Rauf llwan who owns a mansion? You’re

the for behind the newspaper campaign ...” (The Thief and the Dogs, p.113-

114).

Similarly, the word slaall is quite in keeping with the context established in
the SLT. Arabs are more familiar with this bird which often threatens tthei;r hens
and pigeons. In contrast, they haue little knowledge concerning the behavior of
“the eagle”. The translators have selected ‘eagle’ as equivalent word to plaall
The translators could have used the word “hawk”, a word that maintains the
cultural flavor of the original text :

(08 pa « il g all) . smuuame:ayu.a,maﬁmdw
You must wait until you’ve arranged things, then swoop like an eagle. (The
Thief and the Dogs, p. 69). |

The word (s _—all (the detectives) appears several times in the SLT. The
translators have not been consistent in rendering this word: this word has been
translated as ‘agents’ in “there are agents watching everywhere” (The Thief and
the Dog, p. 138). It has been rendered as ‘informers’ in “people passing by or
standing around might well be informers ...” (ibid., p. 143). It has also been
rendered as ‘detectives’ in “The area was crowded with people and was on
doubt full of eager detectives”. (ibid., p . 154). As the following TL utterances
show, this word, which means an official man in plain clothes, has been
translated as officer”.

(OF Ua diSlly palll) . piall §yan |y il Gally -
“You're quite right, officer.” (The Thief and the Dogs, p. 20). |

' (\tua“,ms.\\‘guam)?y\s}a;gq,s_.

“What do you mean, ofﬁcer?” (The Thief and the Dogs, p- 21).

Note that an officer in civilian clothes is still an officer but the word j—piall
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He let the man catch up with him; they said hello to each other, hiding their

real feelings under mutual grins. (The Thief and the Dogs, p. 16)

The vocative word ala—a which appears in the following SL utterance, is a
word which refers to a person who has a workshop or a coffee hoyse:

(3 wa ey Galll) LAy e @ ]
I Thank you, Mr. Bayaza. (The Thief and the Dogs, p. 16)

This vocative (i.e “Mr”.) does not accurately reflect the meaning of the SL
word ala—s which has been translated as “proprietor” elsewhere (cf. The Thief
and the Dogs, P. 55). Here a specific word in the SL has been rendered as a
gnereal term in the TL: Mr is title that can be used before the name of any man.
In contrast the word plaa is only used in particular situations where reference is
made to the owner of 3 café, a restaurant or a workshop (cf. Enani 1997:21).
Also, the word “friends” in the following extract is not equivalent to the word
Olgd) (brothers). If this meaning had been intended, the word il would
have been used :

VA b as gt ] (Ol alaa by & g
¢ -
: u.u‘ dJI -
(e e ey palll) | wall jlal s ety -
“Thanks, Mr. Tarzan, Thanks, friends” ! |
“When was it ?”
“Day before yesterday”.

“There was supposed to be an amnesty. We were keeping our fingers
crosseed”

“The Thief and the Dogs, p. 55).

The word Ldaﬂ in the following SL utterance is a word referring not to a

normal washing activity but to a religious ritual that is carrjed out before

word with no particularized sense:
(V-04a @l g Lalll) 1}‘\9‘-&:\9&'
Wash and read (The Theif and The Dogs, p. 32)

Moreover, the word o i | (snake), which is used in the following extract,
refers to a human being who can perform insidious and injurious acts to other
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identified miscues that “may occur both at the word and the phrase/clause
levels”. (p-55) Such translational problems can also be attested in the English
translation of Mahfouz’s novel, The Thief and the Dogs). The Translational
problems that occur at hte word level are discussed in section 3.1, whereas the
problems that occur at the phrase/clause level are tackled in section 3.2.

3.1 Translational problems at the lexical level

The translators may sometimes employ managing as a strategy n trar!xslation.
By managing, we mean te manipulation of “his/her text in order to steer the
situation towards a certain goal.” (Shunnaq 1998: 41). The translator may
manage by adding a lexical element that does not have a counterpart in the SLT.
As a result, the meaning is changed or distorted. In the following example, the
addition of the word ‘all’ is unnecessary in the translation: the SLT indicates
that the person spoken to is Iish. The use of ‘all’ in the TLT as an indefinite
pronoun makes the utterance sound as if it were uttered to the whole éroup of
people present in the meeting.

(A pa «slly gall) . da st A gl
I swear I hate you all. (The Thief and the Dogs, p. 15)

The translators may also fail to understand the meaning of the SL word or
expression. As a result, an erroneous translation is produced. In the following
extract from the original text, we learn Said entered the Sheikh’s house by
pushing the door which was left ajar. The Arabic word »3_ does not mean
‘close’ as the translators have thought. Rather, it means that the door is slightly
open. In Hasan Karmi's Al-Mughni Al-kabir, the word ‘colse; is given as ‘9‘ DS
(_'5&'9‘ This error in. the translation 1s attributed to the fact that translators did not
exert any effort to examine the semantic difference between Aie| and 03 :

-

(WY ue DS g palll) L ooslog0dus Jad (4ag\la 09 &Unia ) (Sua ol ads
He pushed the Sheikh’s door, met no resistance, entered, closed it behind
him (The Thief and the Dogs, p . 74).

There is a difference between the expression “said hello” and ‘shook hands’ in
Arabic: the former expression is & verbal activity or a. speech act but the latter
expression refers to a physical activity. Put differently, the meaning intended by the
SL word ladlud is “shook hands” but the translators have opted for ‘said hello’:
3.,&,,&_\1\w&uﬁ\&cg%m,&m&j\uﬁ‘&aw\&dj

(3 pa iy pall) FETE AWAR
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SL text is distorted.

The translators have attempted to render the S sentences in such a way that
Presupposition is presrved, as in the following extract where Ilwan’s statement
has a presupposition: he does not want Said to vistt him again,

WA Faas ol ol e it cJarlly iaya T Ol 3 AR 55y (gA -
(¥ La ‘g)LSﬂJuam) : nguﬁ.x,;‘,us

* Please, forgive me for saying I'm overloaded with work. You’]] seldom

find me free as I was tonight”. (The Thief and the Dogs, p. 46).

However, the translators have sometimes relied op presuppositional

of this area) has a presupposition: there are agents everywhere. The translators
have opted for this presuppositional meaning in their endeavor to render the
meaning of the SL utterance. The SL expression could have been rendered in
such a way that the same presupposition is triggered: ‘there is an agent in every
inch of this area’:

(VY e ug)(ﬂbud.ﬂ) v A Gl gAY ‘JsﬂlAgMQS—
“Do be extremely careful,” said Tarzan, shaking his hand, “there are agents
watching everywhere” (The Thief and the Dogs, p. 138).

The situation is sometimes reversed in the TLT. An SL s'éntence that does
not have a presupposition is sometimes translated in such a way that a
presupposition is involve in the TL sentence. Thus the following SL sentence
does not involve any presuppositions:

(Moe ey pall)) . o) 4) 45, i a9
-~ managing only to smile at her tenderly and invitingly. (The Thief and the
Dogs, p. 22)

The élse of the word ‘managing’ in the TL sentence has triggered a
Preésuppostition that does not appear in the SLT: that he succeeded in smiling
after trying very hard.

3. Problems at the lexical and syntactic levels

Translational problems can also be attributed to lexical or syntactic factors. -
In studying problems in the translation of poetry, Fargal and Borinj (2000) have
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2.2.3.1 Conventional implicature and pres'upposition in the translation:

The translators of the novel have not treated conventional implicatures with
care. The translators should have kept in mind the importance of this inference
to the meaning of the text. A comparison between the following examples from
the SLT and the TLT reveals that the SLT does not contain an expressioﬁ which
is equivalent to the lexical item “again” which surfaces in the TLT. This lexical
item triggers conventional implicature, that is, the event referred to has been
done before: o
o 1al iy o g Al daag s s Ol B 3ay NUVIVRTIP - H
sl g palll) ! Ul Lagde 5o aal Vg (At 51l S g Laipa QLS (A

(Ve

“Wait Said,” he pleaded. “And after Shaban Husayn was Killed he took his
family away gain. He didn’t tell anyone where. He was scared, all right, and his
wife was t0o. And no one knows anything more about them” (The Thief and the
Dogs, pp. 119- 120).

Since llish and his family never moved away before and they only jleft their
home upon the death of Shaban, the translators need not have used the word
again in the TLT. Compare this with the use of the word “too” in the TLT. This
word, which does not have an equivalent item in the SLT, triggers a
conventional implicature: someone other than the woman was also scared. This
word, however. is quite legitimate Or appropriate for the context of SLT
indicates that both the man and the woman were scared. '

Another example in which conventional implicature is carelessly handled by
the translators can be found in the following TLT:

(T G ¢SSty alll) oty Sy glalls sl O Jegls . gt b &l
Said started back in fright, darting in again between the tombs as the barking
grew louder ... (The Thief and the Dogs, p. 156).

These extracts show that the translators have inserted the lexical item ‘again’
in the TL sentence. There is nothing in the SL to justify the use of ‘again’, that
is, the SLT does not contain the equivalent of this item. The reason is that Said
Mahran was on his way to hide in the cemetery but stopped at the nothern
entrance. Only when he felt the police was coming did he enter the cemetery.
The use of the word ‘again’ triggers a conventional implicature: that he had
been hiding in the cemetry and chose to Jeave it through the northern entrance,:
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the expected “yes”. The reason for this is attributed to the fact that fact that the
translators focused attention on the first part of the first utterance ol &l cuud! ;
P olle e 5 piaall gl ol ¢ ol Al ] -
| (hua‘u.a)lﬂbuam)..&ﬂ‘uédad%dﬂg‘\aﬂ—

Have you forgotten I'm a father ? And that my little girl’s with Ilish 2

No. But there’s a solution to every disagreement. In the sacred law. P. 17.
nightlinare end?” (The Thief and the Dogs, p. 127). |
i

2.2.3 Conventional implicature and presupposition

Conventional implicature, which is a type is a type of imferencing, is
determined by the conventional meaning associated with the words employed
(Grice 1975: 44: Levinson 1983: 127). For instance, the discoursal deictic term
therefore has a conventional implicature: that the following portion is a
conclusion or result that has been arrived at on the basis of the propsition
previously given. The social deictic term sir indicates that the addressee is a map.

Presuppositions can be defined as “what a speaker assumes is true or is
known by the hearer” (Yule 1996: 132). The rely “on precise meanings that are
embedded inside utterance” (Short 1996: 225), thus 'producing specific
assumptions. Levinson (1983: 167) emphasizes that presupposition is based
“more closely on the actual linguistic strucure of sentences [e.g temporal
clauses, cleft sentences, non- restrictive relative clauses etc.]"” The following
utterance illustrates the concept of presupposition.

Three of his sons are in the army.

~ The (implicit) meaning embedded inside this utteranc indicates that he has
more than three sons, maybe four or five. This meaning is considered a
presupposition.

Presupposition and conventional implicature can be differentiated.

Presuppositions can be cancelable. Thus the presupposition involved in the
above sentence (i.e that he has more than sons) is cancelable as follows: in fact
he has no sons. In contrast, conventional implicatures cannot be canceled; nor
can they be denied: e.g., *He lost his car too, in fact no-one else did; *Even Alj

" lost his car but no-one else did. These examples show that the conventional

implicaﬁure (i.e other people alse lost their cars). involved in these utterances
cannot Be canceled or denied,

12



(2) maximize cost to self.
3 Approbation Maxim: (1) minimize dispraise of other.
(2) maximize praise of other.
4 Modesty Maxim: " (1) minimize praise of self.
(2) maximize dispraise of self.
5 Agreement : (1) Minimize disagreement between self and other.
(2) Maximize agreement between self and other.
6 Sympathy : (1) Minimize antipathy between self and other.
(2) Maximize sympathy between self and other.

Leech (1983: 261) reports that the maxims of the PP are capable of being
flouted. Flouting a maxim conveys a certain meaning inferred by listeners.
Sucha meaning is termed conversational implicature. As Simpson (1997) puts
it, “such departures from maximal efficiency are strategically motivated and are
not just aberrant or purposeless bits of discourse” (p. 150).

The maxims of the politeness principle are not treated in the same way by
English and Arab speakers. Arab Seakers do not place mor emphasis on the
agreement maxim and the modesty maxim than English speakers do. As Aziz
(1998: 135) puts it, Arabs often use “more direct structures, imperative and
declarative in the Tact Maxim™.

Note that in the following extract, Tarazan, the proprietor of the café house,
would like to ask Said not to come to his café any more. Tarazan, knowing that
his utterance constitutes a face-threatening act, produces a tactful staterment in
which an attempt is made to minimize cost to other. .

LAY o @il palll) Osalall Saly a0 ol i agd A ¢ ARNEY

Please, don’t be angry with me, he said aplogetically.

“Even my café is no longer safe for you”. (The Thief and the Cogs, p- 111)

The expression 43315 ¥ is rendered as “Please, don’t be angry with me”.
There is nothing to warrant such an elaboration. It could have been simply
rendered as “‘excuse me”. |

~

The maxim of agreement is observed if a speaker expresses agreement with
the opinion of his/her interlocutor. Thus the speaker of the second utterance in
the following conversational exchange observes the maxim of agreement by
replying with asd (yes). It seems that this answer is associated with the second
part of the furst utterance Ohile e B ppiaal) Al olg .. ("And that my little
daughter’s with Ilish?”). However, the translators have selected “No” instead of
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“Nur,” he pleaded, “please don't torture me. I'm terribly depressed”. (The
Thief and the Dogs, P. 135.

“In the following conversational exchange between Said and Tarazn, Said
directly asks Tarazan for food. Tarazan is surprised and astonished so much so that
he produces the following utterance: ol i b (you don’t say !!). Consequently,
Said produces a speech act (i.e. a request) he - again directly asks Tarazan not to be
surprised for the fact that he js asking ofr food. Instead of providing the equivalent
of this speech act, the act of requesting. the translators have opted for a statement
attached to a question tag. It seems that question tag involves an act of asking a
question. It would have been much better for the TLT if the translators had
faithfully observed the type of speech act used in this situation:

! lalas AgJ‘ -
Polesa ! gl iy -
(V¢Y La u...n)lﬂbuam)!ﬂugﬁu-ﬂ‘-,gﬂy ¢ ad -

“Ineed some food !”,
“Youdon't say ! You're hunry, then!”
“l'Yes. Nothing ever surprises you, does it?” (The Thief and the Dogs, p.138)

The following SL utterance is produced by Tarazan, the proprietor, and it
involves an order directed at the waiter who is asked to shut up. Note that the
order is given in a direct form, The translators, by using a question tag, have

turned it into a request;
Ol ob Ciigh
(8 ya “,.muuam)u,.u,,ym\dpoios:mi (i) —
Enraged, Tarazan yelled at him, “Shut up, will you ! You think a hangman’s
rope is fome sort of 2 joke!” (The Thief and the Dogs, p. 107).

2.1.2 The Politeness Principle and its maxims in the translation

The Politeness _Principle (pp) as discussed in Leech (1983) is considered an
adapeted version of Grice’s (1975) maxims. Interlocutors are supposed to aim at
a polite interaction by observing the following maxims (Leech 1983:131-42):

21 -

1 Tact Maxim : - (1) Minimize cost to other.
t (2) Maximize benefit to other.
2 Generosity Maxim: (1) minimize benefit to self.
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L) b —

st JUb Sy Gy o 190 Jal) (g (lan g « S S ) saudy
.Jﬂ@MhJ\&JMﬁhJQ}S@‘J}‘U‘Z\,EL_\..,_

¢ Gsl) Ay |y (8 05 ll -
¢ Olspa Sy .. Jual ol g Cgall cde . T O
(V0 0o cdll g palll) .. i a gl die Jili (& puY -
“Stop” he roared. .
The man stopped as if hit by a bolt of electricity, and stared at Said
speechless. '
“Bayaza, I know where you were, what you've been doing, how much cash
you're carrying’. | |
“You still don't tecognize me, Bayaza, you dog”.
“Who are you? I Know your voice, but I can’t believe...” Bayza said, then
cried out, “Said Mahran!”.
“Don’t move ! The first move you make, you're dead.” (The Thief and the
Dogs, p. 118).

However, the following SL extract includes a request that does not have the
expression &liad a (please). An equivalence of this expression unnecessarily
appears in translation. The expression * the money” is considered an implicit
performative act: !

Glay . YL Y-
; el Bl & guay UGB
(oa ua ‘v....a)lﬂ\‘gudm)! Jﬁ.\n
No. No. Please don’t shoot,” he said almost tearfully.
“The money,” Said growled. (The Thief and the Dogs, p. 64)

Also, the following SL extract is taken from a conversational exchange
between Said and his lover, Nur. Since these people are familiar, no tactics are
used to mitigate orders or requests. In this exchange, Said urges Nur to stop
torturing him. No expressions like Slia 8 e (please) appear in their
conversation. However, the translatiors have had no qualms about using such an
expression in the TL:

| Hlay gia JUB
(WY o «@diSlly palll) .. sl LWe pul W AnFY s
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2.1.1 Speech acts in the translation

A speech act refers to “an utterance and the total situation in which it is
used” (Austin 1962: 52). When we use language, we do not only say things but
also |do things with language. There are two types of utterance: the constative
utterance and the preformativbe utterance (cf. Austin 1962; Allan 1998). The
former type (e.g statements, assertions and utterances like them) “has the
property of being true or false” The latter type, contrary to the logical positivist
views, can neither be true nor false : it is used to perform an action such as an
act of ordering or requseting. Austin (1970) gives up the distinction between
performatives and constatives. All utterances are claimed to be performative:
they perform specific acts: e. g stating or declaring, ordering, etc.

Languages differ in terms of how speech acts are performed (cf. Banthalia
and Davies 1989: 102). For example, while English speakers prefere to issue
orders or requests indirectly, Arab speakers prefer to perform such speech acts
directly (cf. Aziz 1998: 129). Unlike English speakers, Arab speakers
“frequently use formulas containig religious erferences for greeting and
thanking, e.g / baraka Allaha fiik/ (lit. ‘blessing of God upon you’)" (Al-Zoubi
and Al-Hassnawi 2001: 22). \

Since the translator is required to produce a TLT which “has SL cultural
fayorj’ (Shunnaq 1998: 33), s/he has to take all these factors into consideration
in the translation of any work. House (1977) points out that SLT and TLT
should match one another in function, Speakers in a conversational exchange
use speech acts that are compatible with the nature of their relationship. This
means that the translator is required to examine the speech acts in the SLT and
attempt to produce equivalent speech acts in the TLT. As Zouhair states, such a
pragmatic analysis can be “resorted to to disambiguate pragmatic force in the
light of the power or status relationship between speaker and hearer.”

Note that in the following conversational exbhange (as attested in the novel),
Said Mahran holds up Bayaza with a gun and asks him about Ilish and
Nabawiyya. The speech acts used in this exchange reflect the power
relationship in this situation. Said, who has a gun and is ready to shoot, is
considered more powerful: Said produces acts that are not redressive or
- mitigated. He produces acts of threatehing_and ordering. Also, no vocative is

used when the name of Bayaza is uttered. The translators have preserved all ths
these preserved all these properties in the TLT:

8



Similarly, in the following SL conversational exchange the identity of the
person associted with each of the foolwing utterances is not explicity revealed.
In other words, each of these utterances is considerd a free direct speech since
the exact words used by the sneaker are retained but with no reporting clauses.
However, the context can help us figure out the participant who produced each
utterance. For instance, the first utterance, which is addressed to someone who
has served a jail term, namely Said, is produced by Nur. The second utterance is
uttered by Said:

Ll S o) i el -

A el Ml g ol lalg sl tlad o ,s.m Eyaa o plalyl ol -
ey

(OV a (@3S y yalll) .. dle jgiall A Lo gy (35 -

“You were heartless long before you ever went to jail”.

Why does she harp on the subject of affection ? She should talk to that
treacherous woman, and the dogs, and the little girl who rejected me. “One day
we will succeed in finding it,” he said. (The Thief and the Dogs, p. 60).

We know this from the linguistic context:the verb used ‘,JLJ (you ask) has a
morphological clue which indicates that the addressee is a female participant
and we know that there is only woman in the situational context, namely Nur.
Note here that the trasnslators seem to have ignored or overlooked these facts:
they have rendered this utterance as if it represented Said’s stream of thought
rather than his actual speech to Nur. This rendering has distorted the meaning
and damaged the discourse structure. Furthermore, the last utterance Lo gy (3 g
e ) guiall ‘_,& ("one day we will succeed in finding it”) in which reference is
made to an attempt to recover the missing heart, is translated as if it were
uttered by Said: the translator explicitly states that it was Said who produced
this utterance: “One day we’ll succeed in finding it,” he said. The context,
however, indicates that the last utterance is not produced by Said, as the
translators have suggested. Rather, it is uttered by Nur who has a hope of

winning his heart over. ;

b
/

2.2 Further pragmatic factors

This section focuses on the role some pragmatic concepts and principles play
in translation: speech acts, the maxims of politeness, and types inferencing. If
translators ignore such facts, their translations turn out to lack precision. .
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The expression (uasd S wd gd gl (Standing on two feet) in the following
excerpt from the novel can have different meanings depending on the context in
which it is usde. (3) If it is uttered to a patieﬁt with broken legs, it will have a
literal reading. However, this expression, as indicated by the context established
in the novel, does not refer to the physical activity of standing on the two feet.

Rather, it refers to the fact that Sajd taught his former apprentice, Ilish, how to

depend on himself:

(A v @y Lalll) T emadd o cighgll elale] f
“It was me, wasn’t it, who taught you how to stand on your own two feet”,
(The Thief and Dogs, p. 14).

Another expression 4y g 3} ‘-Lg."n (=~ is translated without taking the context
into consideration. This idiomatic expression is often used to refer, not only to
storm blowing up, but also to indicate quietness and calmness after disputes or
quatrrels. In this rendering, the answer implicates that théy are waiting until
things calm down. But the translators have not taken this into consideration

- when they rendered the utterance as it a real srorm was talked about in the SLT:

¢ B il -
(Y 0o oMl g palll) . . dayg 3l fagd a -

“What are we waiting for - then ?
, i
“For the storm to blow over” . (The Thief and the Dogs, p. 1ll)

The context of the following SL extract indicates Said was examining some
real pictures of himself, his daughter, and his wife. Nabawiyya, in a newspaper:
Hoga bz sl (e oy s 29 Sy Ltaa b el s ) gua le olie il
oalll) | gl sl ) ale & Aadl, Sb.aua.\.'a 4 gu Buga g dudia gl

. (A° U c,DLSJLg

His mind’s eye was focused on the photograph of Sana with a sense of
wonder, and he was deeply moved. Then, in his imagination, he conjured up
their pictures - his own wild - looking self, Nabawayya, looking like a whore-

coming back to the picture of Sana. She was smiling. (The Thief and the
Dogs,p. 98).

However, the translators rendered it as if Said was recalling these pictrures
from his own imagination.

6



only the participants but also the temporal and the spatial parameters of a
speech event, can be instrumental in the identification of meaning. Uchida
(1997:2) explains the difference between these two types of context :

When a teacher says, “What does ‘she’ refer to in this context?, he probably
means the preceding linguistic information. When we say that the interpretation
of a sentence depends on the context, we might intght intend to include non-
linguistic Knowledge and / or the situation of utterance.

Pragmatic translational problems can also arise if the translator does not take
into accou,rZ such principles as the speech acts (cf. Austin 1962, 1970), the
Politeness Principle and its six maxims (Leech '1983), The convntional
implicature, and presupposition. Since translation is a multi - level process
involving Source Language Text (SLT) and Target Language Text (TLT),
attention must be paid to the translational problems that may arise at the lexical
and syntactic levels.

2. Trsanslational problems at the pragmatic level

This section is concerned with the translational problems that arise as a result
of contextual negligence on the part of the translators. Only if context is taken
into consideration can this type of problems be overcome. This section also
shows how such pragmatic factors as speech acts, the maxims of the politeness
principle, and inferencing can be the source of translational problems.

2.1 The context and translational problems.

The context-typological approach to translation considers context as a
crucial element which determines the structure of the text (Shunnaq et.al
1998:8). The context is also proven to be instrumental in deferminig the
meaning of the text. Several theorists and translators have admitted its
importance in translation. According to House (1977), every text has a
particular situation which the translator has to identify and take into
consideration. Similarly, Vinay and Darbelnet (1995: 255 cited in Leonardi
2000) argue that “the need for creating equivalences arises from the situation
and it is in the SL text that translators have to look for a solution” . In the words
of Gerding - Salas (2000). the translator should use the strategy of
“contextualizing lexical items”. Thus the translator, in his task as a reader,
should rely on conterxt to determine the meaning of a particular text. Failure to
de so can be the source of translational problems:

-5



which written in 1961, was translated int English in 1984 by Trevor Le Gassick
and M.M. Badwi. The novel deals with “The crisis of identity and conscience

suffered by Egyptian intellectuals during the period of pervasive malaise and
dissatisfaction” (Gassick 1984:8).

This novel is probably one of the few literary works that have been translated
by two scholars belonging to different nationalities : one of them, Badawi, is a
native speaker of the Source Language (i.e. Arabic) the other, Gassick, being a
native speaker of the Target Language (i.e. English). Does such a cooperation
reduce the problems that are often encountered in translation? The study shows
that both linguistic adn pragmatic problems permeate this translation of
Mahfouz’s The Thief and the Dogs. Since Mahfouz is a Nobel-laureate whose
works are demanded and consumed by avid readers every where, such
tran;sla‘;ional problems may distort his works and reduce the enjoyment readers
expect from them. The study can also be helpful to future translators in such a
way that they will be aware of the difficulties that await them.

Several studies have dealt with the problems involved in the translations of
Naguib Mahfouz’s novels. Aziz (1993) has studied explicit and implicit
reference in Mahfoz’s novel, Midaq Alley. Aziz (1998) has briefly dealt with
-some of the pragmatic problems involved in the translation of Midaq Alley.
Farghal and Borini (1998) have used a pragmalingustic approach to study the
translaﬂability of politeness formulas in the English translation of Naguib
,Mahfouz’s Awlad Haritna. El-Gamal (2000) has studied presupposition in the
English translation of . Naguib Mahfouz’s Migdag Alley, Mirramar, and
Fountain and Tomb. Obeidat (1998) has compared the translation of Mahfouz’s
The Thief and the Dogs (as published by Dar Al-Shoroug) with the original text
“to highlight the differeces in the stylistic choices of vocabulary and of
grammatical categories between Arabic and ‘English”. However, Obeidat
(1998), beihg interested in a contrastive study, does not deal wiht the
translational problems inved in the translation of this novel.

The data involving pragmatic and linguistic problems bave been collected by
comparing the English translation of the novel with the original text. The use of
.the pragmatic approach as a framework for this study clearly emphasizes the
importance of context in determining the meaning of the expressions that are
translated. There are two aspects of context: linguistic and situational context.
The surrounding linguistic elements can be helpful in decoding the meaning
intended by the author. Similarly, the situational context, which involves not
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Pragmatic and linguistic problems in the Translation
of Naguib Mahfouz’s The Thief and the Dogs: A Case Study

By \
Ahmed- Sokarno Abdel-Hafi

An Abstract

This paper aims at examining the pragmatic and linguistic problems that
permeate the English translation of Naguib Mahfouz’s The Thief and the Dogs.
The paper presents evidence that the translators failed to appreciate the
importance of context in determining the meaning of the Source Language Text.
The paper also shows that the translators sometimes ignored such pragmatic
concepts and principles as speech acts, the maxims of the politeness principle,
conventional implicature, and presupposition. Moreover, some problems rise at
the word level and phrase/clause level. The conclusion drawn in this paper is
that the negligence of translators in dealing with such problems can contribute
to the distortion of meaning, which detracts from the effectivbeness and merit
of the original novel.

1. Introduction

Translation, being a process which involves the transfer of a message from a
sourdce language (SL) to a target language (TL), may involve different types of
problems: Iinguistic (cf. Catford 1985; Enani 1997; Shunnaq 1998; Farghal and
Naji 2000), pragmatic (cf. Catford 1985; Hu 2000), and cultural (Nida and
Taber 1982; Gaad 1999; Enani 2000) problems. (1) Both linguists and theorists
of translation have dealt with problematic issues in translation (cf. Shunnaq
1998). In the words of Shunnaq (1998: 34), “translation from Arabic into
English and vice versa always involves pronlems arising from the transfer of the
message from the SL to the TL.” As Asfour (2000:22) puts it , such
translational problems “can make the appropriateness of the term “translation”
... questionable”.

This paper examines the pragmatic and lingustic problems that ‘come into
play in the English translation of one of Naguib Mahfouz’s most famous novels,
the thief and the dogs (more than 20 editions in 10 languages). (2) This novel,

3
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