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Work and Work Ethics in the Holy Quran

Dr. Afaf A. Hameed

College of Shari'a and Islamic Studies, University of Sharjah
Sharjah — U.A.E.

ABSTRACT

Islam is founded on principles and values that instill good moral
conduct. Accordingly, the Quran is highly concerned with deeds upon
which life is based. Moreover, the Quran emphasizes righteous deeds
based on morals. Most of the Quranic verses concerning work run in
parallel with the dogma by basing righteous deeds on faith. Deeds will
not be considered as righteous if not based on high morals. The Quran's
concern with 'work' is comprehensive as it includes all sorts of activities
such as worship, business and social dealings with different rewards for
each. Prophet Mohammad's practices emphasize the importance of work
and elevate it to the status of worship. This paper clarifies the ethical
foundations upon which work is based in order for it to be righteous
using specific texts. The first of these foundations is self-accountability
emanating from strong faith and following Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)
who translated the Quran's ethics into his actions. The second is the
legitimacy of actions by realizing what is permitted from what is
forbidden generally in dealings and earnings and spending in particular.
The last includes Quranic values like equality, freedom, justice,
consultancy and social-solidarity, which are general guidelines for the
society as well as other ethics required to make deeds good and
acceptable, thereby uplifting the individual and the nation.
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