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Introduction

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds. | bear witness that there is not god but Allah
alone, He has not partner, and | bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and His
Messenger. May the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him and upon his

household and his companions.

One of the things that commentators of the Quran have always agreed upon is that the
most sound method of interpretation of the Quran is by the Quran itself. This is
because no one can know the intended meaning of Allah better than Allah Himself.
An ayat and another explaining it may be found in the same spot in the text, or in the
same sura or they may be separated. While most explanations of the Quran by the
Quran are separated ones, the strongest and explanations are those that are found in a
single place or in the same sura. This is the subject of this thesis which focuses on

contextual exegesis of the Quran.

Contextual exegesis is of primary importance to the science of tafsir. Generally

speaking, contextual exegesis is concerned with the meaning of an ayat with respect
to what has been revealed within a single sura. This is something that those who are
concerned with tafsir should take into account and be careful of. It is because of this

importance that | have chosen this as the subject of my thesis.

The title of this thesis is: Contextual evidence in the Quran and its Affect on the
Science of Tafsir, a theoretican and applied investigation of Tafsir Ibn Jarir.

By context | mean the order of words and their inter-relatedness in this ordering.

By contextual evidence of meaning | mean, generally, the text in the light of what
preceedes and what follows it.

By contextual evidence of exegesis | mean the explanation of a word or phrase within
an ayat that does not separate it from what either preceedes or what follows it.

This is a very wide issue that one can not generalize about. For this reason | decided
to limit my investigations to the tafsir known as Jaami'a al-Bayan by Muhammad b.
Jarir al-Tabari, said to be the Imam of the exegetes, who was a master of explanation
and illucidation. In this book Imam al-Tabari gives us a clear demonstration of the
principles of exegesis and also responds to the those who violate those clear
principles. Tafsir al-Tabari is also one of the most highly respected works of its kind.
The scholars are in very wide agreement about the value of this book and believe that
nothing approaching it has ever been written since. Al-Tabari accorded primary



importance to accounts of the views of early scholars and the companions, and he was
assiduous in his upholding of the doctrines of Ahl al-Sunnah wal-Jama'a and in his
defense of these. A long study of a single exegete will allow us to see the broad

outlines of the subject as well as revealing the methods of a single scholar.

This is not an easy problem to broach, not the least because of the difficulty of al-
Tabari's style on the one hand and because of the minuteness of detail he includes on
the other. In addition to this, the subject itself is wide and varied. | have attempted to
demonstrate Imam al-Tabari's techniques while commenting on the most important

issues directly related to contextual exegesis.
My research proposal included the following:

A prologue, an introduction, two chapers, and a conclusion.

The introduction includes a biography of Imam al-Tabari and a quick review of his
work, Jaami'a al-Bayaan.

Chapter one examines Imam al-Tabari's treatment of contextual evidence in Quranic
exegesis. This chapter is divided into two sections. The first deals with contextual
evidence itself. In it I discuss what I mean by "Quanic context"”, explain different
types of this with ecamples, discuss the importance of Quranic context in the exegesis
of the Quran and the reasons why we should rely upon this type of evidence, what

constituted contextual evidence and how it is related to exegesis.

The second section of this chapter deals with Ibn Jarir's treatment of contextual
evidence in the Quran. Here | discuss issues such as the establishment of a context
where there is no evidence that should not exist, such as the case of two words and a
third where the third word relates directly to those that preceded it, the concept that
the best explanation is that which is within the context of the sura, the notion that the
the beginning of any particular ayat must be understood with a view to the end of the
ayah that preceeds it. | also discuss the idea that meaningless repetition is not an
acceptable explanation and the idea that the choice of meaning must be consistant
with both context and syntax. | argue that the rule that one should remain within the
context of the revealed discourse does not impose an narrowness upon interpretation,
indeed, it also accommodates ambiguity. Rather, the first concern of exegesis should
be to remain faithful to preceeding context. Context can not be explained except in the

full light of discourse.

The second chapter deals with the effects of contextual evidence on lbn Jarir's tafsir.
Here we see a number of consequences in his method. Among them:



@ By ot (1

1-The use of contextual evidence from variant readings

2-The use of contextual evidence in determining which are the most ¢ orrect
circumstances of a particular part of the revelation:

3-The use of contextual evidence in highlighting the appropriateness of an ayat and its
relationship to others:

4-The use of contextual evidence to determine meaning:

5-The use of contextual evidence to the proposal of a specific contextual meaning in
the light of another part of the revelation, so long as this does not contradict its

general meaning in its immediate context.

6-The use of contextual evidence removed from common meaning of the word itself.
7-The use of contextual evidence to indicate abrogation or to deny it.

8-The use of contextual evidence to indicate taqdiim, or tadkhir.

9- The use of contextual evidence to indicate the weakness of particular opinions.

I have spared not effort to complete this research in the best of intentions, but it is the
nature of human beings to make mistakes. Whatever anyone other than the
Messenger, upon whom be peace, says may be refuted. What | have discovered of
truth, is from Allah alone, He is Generous and Nurturing, and what | have said that is
wrong, it is from myself and from Satan. | seek the forgiveness of Allah and reptent

unto Him. Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds.
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