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Phoneme Significance in the Qur-anic Female Discourse

Al-atawi awid
Teacher Training College-Tabok, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

(Received 4/6/1428H.; accepted for publication 12/3/1429H.)

Abstracts.This study aims at investigating the effect of phoneme, as a smallest word unit, on directing and
clarifying the meaning of women-oriented discourse in some selected Qur-anic verses. The effect of
phoneme was traced in the discourses of Imran's Wife, Abraham's Wife, Aziz's Wife and her female
Companions, the Queen of Sabaa, Pharaoh's Wife, Moses' Sister, Shaib's two Daughters, Prophet Mohamed's
Wives, and Moses' Mother. The study applied the inductive statistical analytical approach to trace the effect
of phonemes on the discourse meaning. The investigation was limited to three phonemic features.

1- Phoneme ‘articulation' and ‘characteristics'.

2- Phoneme 'vowelization' and 'lengthening'.

3- Phoneme ' ultimate positioning'.

According to the findings of the study, the following conclusions were reached.

1- Despite the limited use of female discourse in the Holy Quran, it encompassed all female statuses
such as the mother, the wife, the unmarried, and the governess. Moreover, female discourse
includes supplication and whispering, deception and power, wisdom and solemnity, chastity and
honor, and submission and sensuality.

2- The phoneme does not create the meaning, yet it can support it.

3- There is no special female phonemes except for the /n/ which is frequently used to denote feminine
agent.

4- The significance of 'vowelization' and 'lengthening' was more evident than the significance of '
ultimate positioning'.

5- Topical effect is more significant than gender effect in discourse.

6- Approaching phonological connotation and significance is rather problematic particularly when
tackling the Holy Qur-anic text. Therefor, such type of research needs more caution.






