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Abstract:

The research deals with the linguistic analysis of promises in the
Glorious Quran. Keeping promises is an important aspect of human life and
Islam lays great emphasis on the fulfillment of promises. Breaking a promises
Is a bad manner as they facilitate social coordination and cooperation. A
promise is a declaration that one will or will not do something. It is either
explicitly or implicitly used in the Glorious quran. In this study, promises are
identified in (106) verses and classified into nouns, verbs and adjectives.
Types of these nouns, verbs and adjectives are also identified and interpreted.
Characteristics of the promises in the Glorious Quran are linguistically
described. Finally, conclusions concerning promises are provided.
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1.Introduction:

People make agreements and covenants with one another to make
families and clans. Keeping promises is an important aspect of human life and
every person considers it very bad to do anything in violation of a promise.
Every person who enters into a covenant with another accepts the terms of the
contract. Issam is areligion of nature that lays great stress on the fulfillment
of promises.

When a person agrees to do something that person is making a promise.
A promise can be made verbally (by saying it), or in writting as a contract.
Breaking a promise is often a bad manner and can sometimes be illegal, such
as when a contract is not kept. Promises are made in times of danger, or in
moments of strong desire and thanksgiving as Almighty Allah has blessed our
hearts. "If we promise God certain things in moments of danger, or if we try
to bargain with Him, try to get Him to work for us, God expects us to pay to
the full exactly what we promise.”( Stedman,2009,P.3)

Promises are of particular interest to philosophers and social scientists.
They have a role in producing trust and facilitating social coordination and
cooperation. Promises are also important e ements of justice, law and politics.
They are of special interest to ethical theorists, and they are commonly taken
to impose moral obligations. For Aristotle promise-keeping is mandated by
the virtues, in particular honesty and justice. The natural law governs promise
keeping. The contract theory employs the notion of a mutual agreement or
contract between the members of a community as a device for grounding
moral principles. (Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 2008, p.6). Some
people promise and they want to fulfil their promises, they are truthful, others
promise and do not want to fulfil their promises, they are liars, some people
promise and they have the intention of fulfilling their promises, they are
truthful, others promise with the intention of not fulfilling their promises,
theyarealsoliars (An-Nabulsi,1992,p.2)

Promises of Allah to the believers are numerous. Some of will be
Fulfilled in this world, while others will be fulfilled in the Day thereafter. The
most sought after is the promise of eternal Paradise (Ummah Forum,

aswww.ummah.com /forum/2012, Promises of Allah to the believers, Bulletin
Solutions, inc., version 4.1-5) In AL-Nahl 91, Almighty Allah forbids
Muslims to break their promises after they have confirmed them.All promises
are regarded as having Almighty Allah as their witness. In the Hadith, the
prophet states that a Muslim who made a promise and then saw a better thing

to do, should do the better thing and then make an act of atonement for
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breaking the promise. (Wikipedia the free encyclopedia, 2009, promise
http://www. quotegarden.com/promises.htm

2. Aim of the research:

The aim of the present study is to investigate the use of promises in the
Glorious Quran, their types, linguistic implications, frequencies and
percentages.

3.Value of the study:

Promises are important elements in justice, law and politics.They are of
specia interest to ethical theorists and also allow people to trust each
other.They impose moral obligations on the speaker. The study is, therefore,
important for philosophers of language action and game theorists, students of
linguistics and language teachers ,social coordination and cooperation.

4.Procedure:

In this work, expressions of promises in the Glorious Quran are studied
in the translations of Quranic verses we have depended on, namely, AL-
Hilali and Khan (1996).Promise expressions are identified, tabulated and
arranged according to suras and verses.Nouns, verbs, adjectives and their
types are also identified. Their implication to the linguistic interpretation of
the text is also discussed.

5.Definition of promise and other related terms

5.1. Promise: A promise is a declaration assuring that one will or will not do
something.(The Saurus and Encyclopedia, 2009, p. 3). Hornby (1985) defines
a promise as a written or spoken undertaking to do, or not to do something.
Collins Essential English Dictionary (2006)defines a promise as "1. to say
that one will definitely do or not do something: | promise I'll have it finished
by the end of the week 2. to undertake to give (something to someone): He
promised me a car for my birthday."

5.2.Vow: A vow isaspecia promise. It is mostly used in areligious sense or
In ceremonies such as marriages when the couples who are being married
make their "marriage vows', promising to be faithful to one another.Vows are
never mandatory, never obligatory, upon the people of Allah.You don’t have
to promise Allah Almighty anything in order to get something from Him.
Allah isa giver. All thisis voluntary on your part. Yet, it is significant that
there is something innate in human beings which makes us want to vow, to
promise new resolutions or determinations to Allah .Once you make a vow,
Allah Almighty expects you to fulfill it. It is better never to vow, than to make
avow and not pay it.
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5.3. Oath: An oath is a promisein the legal sense.When someone has to give
evidence in a court of law he " swears an oath".This means that he promises
he will tell the truth. (Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia, 2009, P.1)

6.Promises as speech acts

Speech acts are actions that we perform by speaking. Austin's (1975) in
"How to do things with words’, defines two sorts of speech acts, or
"performatives’: illocutions and perlocutions. lllocutions are those actions
that we perform by uttering the words aone. Perlocutions are actions
performed by speaking which require some particular effect of the speech in
order to be successful.

Austin takes promising to be an illocutionary act that is merely a matter
of certain form of utterance, under certain conditions because he thinks that
promising is a conventional act, one that involves a certain practice to
formalize the action. Austin thinks that in this way promises are just a piece
with many sorts of obligation-producing actions, such as betting, buying and
contracting"(Austin, 1975, P.19). Austin's linguistic distinction mirrors the
crucial difference between the expectational and conventional theories of
promising. On the conventionalist view that Austin adopts, promises are
conventional moves in the game, and as such one promises by making the
right moves, i.e. saying the right sorts of things and otherwise obeying the
rules of the game. For expectationalists, a promise is a perlocutionary act, asit
Is only successful if it actually produces the expectation in the promise that
the promise will be carried out. The investigation of promises as speech acts
Is furthered in the work of Jones 1966, Hanfling 1975, Searle 1985, Alston
1994, and Pratt 2001 (Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosoph, 2009, p.16).
Palmer (1981, pp.163-4) states that we can promise without giving any overt
indication that we are doing so."l shall be there" may or may not be a promise
while "I promise to come tomorrow" is a performative using the verb
"promise’. Intermediate between these two extremes, there are linguistic
devices such as the modal verbs shall and may/can which are used to make
promises and give permission.Y ou shall have it tomorrow " and "You can go
now" are clearly and unambiguously a promise and granting of permission.
Shall and can are performative verbs.The issue is the degree to which this
verb has become a conventional marker of promise. The expression "I
promise” is not a necessary part of a promise utterance.There are other
linguistic forms (in an interaction context) capable of achieving the same
function, asin "l _am going to clean my room. " Or "l will clean my room".
The utterance "l promise to clean my room" is the surface form of "1
promise + | will clean my room". This analysis leads usto the conclusion
that all linguistic forms specific to promises must express a further action,
whether in the deep structure, asin "l promise to clean my room " or in their
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surface structure, as in "l am going to clean my room" or "I will clean my
room" (Noveck and Dan, 2004: pp.209).

Palmer (1981: pp.165) states that there are preparatory conditions for
promises. First, for a promise, the hearer would like the action done and the
speaker knows that, but it is not obvious whether the speaker will perform the
action in the normal course of events. Secondly, there are the sincerity
conditions that the speaker intends to act.Thirdly, the essential condition is
that the speaker intends his utterance to count as a promise, and that the
hearer should be informed of that intention irrespective of whether he is
sincere or not — a promise is still a promise even if | have no intention to act,
but an utterance would not be a promise if | did not intend it to be so.We
recognize promises as speech acts because we have the verb promise. A
sentence beginning with " | promise" could also be awarning.

7.Linguistic Analysis

In the present study, expressions of explicit promises are identified in the
Glorious Quran. The total number of promises is 125 in 106 Quranic
verses.Promises are identified as nouns , verbs and adjectives.Nouns are
divided into definite and indefinite while verbs are classified into present
and past, active and passive.The following table presents the anaysis
followed by the linguistic interpretation of figures and percentages.

Table(1) below shows the use of promisesin the Glorious Quran:
Sura,Part,Verse Expression

Don't promisethemin
1.AlBagara2,235 secret(imperative)
|y (A g2 55

The Satan promises you

poverty,Allah promises

2.Al-Bagara 2,268 you forgiveness.

pSany Al 5 adll aSamy (jUall)
3 jisa

Allah never breaks the

3.Al-Imran 3,9 promise
Al Gl A

Allah fulfilled His promise.

s3c g ) oS8ra

4. Ad-lmran3,152

Allah has taken our
5.Aa-Imran 4,183 promise
(Gae g) Ll age ) )

...Grant us what you
promised
6.Aa-Imran,4,194 us Y ou never break your

promise...
calany el Wae sl Lo b
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7.An-Nisa5,95

Unto each Allah promised
good.
il Al ac g NS

8.Al-Nisa,5,120

Satan makes promisesto
them..
OHapdll aa ey
The Satan promises are

nothing but deception
soe Y Glasdll adasy Lay

9.Al-Nisa,5,122

Allah's promiseisthe truth.
é; i ac

10.Al-Mdida,6,9

Allah( has) promised those
who believe
) gial Cpdll A} 2o g

11.Al-Mdida,8,134

...which you are promised
will cometo pass...
Y e gl

12.Al-A'raf,8,44

"...what our Lord (had)
promised us..."

La Ly Lae g L Liaa g a8l
ou...what your Lord
promised y
L8 oSy ) aSae g Lo gliaa g Jgd

13.Al-A'raf,9,134

of what he promised you
¥ Lol W el sl

14.Al-Anfal,9,7

...Allah promises you one
of the two parties

(of the enemy)
Otilall (gaa) Al aSany 3l

15.At-Tauba, 10,68

Allah has promised the
hypocrities

16.At-Tauba, 10,72

Allah has promised the
believers Gardens
underwhich rivers flow
Clis Ailia Gall g e gall A 22 g
DY) Lghial (e (g

17.At-Tauba,10,77

Which they had promised
to Him and because they

used to tell lies.
\)JISLM}‘:}JQ}LA‘)AL\LAJ
O

18.At-Tauba, 10,111

Itisapromisein truth
u;‘\:\lc \A.Cj
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19.At-Tauba, 11,114

A promise ,He promised
LAJQ} BJQ}A

20.Yunis, 11,4

The promise of Allahis
true

21.Y unis, 11,46

We show you some of
what we promise them.
3 phaxd (oAl (amy el yilal

22.Y unis, 11,48

When will be this promise
AS O 2o gl I e s
O8ala

23.Yunis, 11,55

Allah's promiseistrue
é; | Ac g

24.Hud,12,17

Thefirewill be his
promise
DLllE il aY) e dy )5S (e
DJG}A

25.Hud,12,45

Verily,Your promiseistrue
é;l\ Lﬂd&j U\}

26.Hud,12,65

Thisisapromise that will

not belied.
3 e 2o 5y

27.Al-Rad, 13,31

Until the promise of Allah
COMes.
A e ‘5_,14 N
Allah breaks not the

promise.
Alasadl Caliy Al )

28.Al-Rad,13,35

...which the pious have
been promised
Osfiall 2o g Al Aol Jia

e spassive

29.Al-Rad,13,40

We promise them

30.1brahim,13,22

Allah promised you a
promise of truth.And I(The
Satan) promised
But | betrayed you.
pSiae g5 3l 2o g oSae g A
sSualafs

31.1brahim,13,47

Allah will not fail to keep
his promise to His
Messengers
‘d.u) 0aC ¢ alia L u.u.n;:\ a

I32.A|-Hijir,14,43 Hell istheir
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promise(promised place)
Opranl paae sal pigs Gl

33.An-Nahl,14,38

Y es,apromise upon himin
truth

34.Al-1sra 15,5

And it was apromise
(completely fulfilled)
Y gria lae g )\

35.Al-lsra 15,7

Then ,when the second
promise came to pass to
disgrace your faces and to
enter the moseque (of
Jerusalim) as they had
entered it before.
Jgud 3 AN 2e g ola 13
LS daiall T lan g oS4 o
5 ya d}\ b}l';)

36.Al-1sra, 15,64

And promise them
(imperative)
(oel)prae
But the Satan promises
them nothing but deceit.
e V) Gardl) aaasla

37.Al-1sra 15,104

When the final promise
COMeS...
Ladl oS5 Wit 3 AY) 2o g ela 134

38.Al-1sra, 15,108

Truly,the promise of our
Lord must be fulfilled
Y grial Ly 20 5 S

39.Al-Kahf,15,21

The promise of
Allahistrue

40.Al-Kahf,16,98

The promise of my Lord is
ever true.
OSyelSaalen ) ae 5 ela 34
s )2

41.Maryam,16,54

And mention in the Book
Ismail.Verily,he was true
to what he
promised. ...

S 43 Jae L) QLS &S00
L Yy OS5 20 5l Bl
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(They will enter) Eden
Paradise
Which the Most Gracious
has promised to His slaves
42.Maryam, 16,61 in the unseen:Verily, His
promise must come to pass
sdbe Cpaa Ml ae 5 Al ae clia
Lol sae 5 S a3l il

See that which they are
43.Maryam,,16,75 promised
Osie sila )5l 13 s
None shall have the power
of intercession,but such a
one as hasreceived a
44 Maryam,16,87 promise from the most
Gracious
e 3300 e W) Acidll ) Sl
(2o 5)laee e )l
Moses said:"O my
people! Did not your Lord
promise you afair
45.Taha,16,86 promise?Did then the
promise seem to you long
incoming?...
That you broke your
promise to me.
JUail L lae 2S5 ) aSany Al
(,S:\Ssd;.wao\fh)\e\a@_d\?sgs
S 50 Al oK) ) (o uae
We broke not the promise

46.Taha, 16,87 toyou
ae oo Lala] L ) 5lE

Y ou have a promise that

47.Taha 16,97 will not fail.
alss ) lae ge ell ol
Then we fulfilled to them
- the promise
48.Al-Anbiyal 17,9 s ot e g atam
gu:.'\

When will this
promise(come) if you are
49.Al-Anbiya,17,38 truthful ?

A O 2o sl 13 e () s
Oalia

And the true promise(Day

50.Al-A"17,97 of Resurrection) shall draw

near(of fulfillment)
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51.Al-Anbiya,17,103

Thisisyour day which you
are promised
O3 5 TS A aSa 5y 12

52.Al-Anbiya, 17,104

(Itis) apromise binding on
us
Oalela US Ul Lle lae

53.Al-Anbiya,17,109

That which you are
promised
O3 sile dms ol il 5 1 Ol

54.Al-Hajj,17,47

Allah failsnot His
promise
bi&} 4\1!‘ k_dA_I Oj}

55.Al-Hgjj,17,72

"The fire which Allah(has)
promised to those who
disbelieved.”

"\,)AS u.mj‘ A \AJQ} ‘)Lm"

56.Al-Mu'minoon,18, 35.

"Does he promiseyou...?"
Ll 3 S g e 13) aS5) aSanyl

"G e oS0 Lilae

57.Al-Mu'minoon,18, 36

"Far ,very far isthat which
you are promised
Ose 5 lal Dl ccilen

58.Al-Mu'minoon, 18, 83

This we were promised we
and our fathers before.
Ja8 (e 128 Bl g o Bae g aal

59.An-Noor,18,55

Allah has promised
| slae 5 aSia | gial cpdll ) 2e
oA Y b agiiliiag cilallal)

60.Al-Furgan,18,15

Say:"Isthat better or the
Paradise of Eternity which
is promised to the pious?
RSP [ FU T CR PR K
O siall

61.Al-Furgan 18,16

It isapromise binding
upon your Lord
Ve e 5 el e S

62.Al-Shu'ara, 19,206

...which they had been
promised
Ose o ) S Le anela o

63.An-Naml,20,68

We were promised this-we
and our fathers before..."

64.An-Naml,20 ,71

When this promise be
fulfilled?
A Ol e gl 1 e sl iy s
O8alia
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The promise of Allahis
true

66.Al-Qasas, 20,61

" We have promised him

an excellent promise
L ae g olide g (padl

67.Ar-Room,21,6

It isapromise of Allah and
Allah failsnot in His

promise.
bd&} Xm &_UA:iy A:\I\ .JQ}

68.Ar-Room,21,60

Verily,the promise of Allah
istrue
G Al a5 o) juald

69.Lugman,21,9

"Itisapromise of Allahin
truth..."

70.Lugman,21,33

"The promise of Allahis
true"
G A ae 5 o

71.Al-Ahzab,21,12

"...Allah and his
M essenger promised us
nothing but delusion!"
‘d}u)} d:\l\ \.ﬁc}

72.Al-Ahzab,21,22

Thisiswhat Allah and His

Mesenger had promised us.

73.Saba, 22,29

When will this promise be
fulfilled if you are truthful ?
AES ) 2o gl e sl s
O8alia

74.Fétir,22,5

The promise of Allahis
true
G Al ae g o)) Ll Ly

75.Fatir,22,40

The wrong doers promise
one another nothing but
delusion.
peany O sallall a0 s
\J})ﬂ‘)f\

76.Y aseen,23,48

" When will this promise
be fulfilled?"

?'.'\.'\So\qc)&\ e elslsg
Oalia

77.Y aseen,23,52

Thisiswhat Allah had

promised
Bla g (a2 g Lol

O b el
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78.Y aseen, 23,63

Thisis Hell which you
were promised!
Gsie 5 A0S Al algs 028

79.Sad,23,53

Thisiswhat you are
promised for the Day of
Reckoning!
Gl o (520 gila 138

80.Az-Zumar,23,20

Thisisthe promise of
Allah,and Allah does not
fail His promise.
Al i calayy A ae

81.Az-Zumar,24,74

And they said:All praise
and thanks are Allah's who

has fulfilled His promise
sde g LBaa (o) Al aeall | 5lE

82.Ghafir,24,8

...make them enter the
paradise which you have
promised them
W o cilia aglanis by
pel) e e (a5 pagliae

g 35 aga) sl

83.Ghafir,24,55

So be patient,verily, the
promise of Allah istrue
G il 2 5 o) juald

84.Ghafir,24,77

So be patient ,verily , the
promise of Allahistrue
Sl yiLaild 8 i) 2o 5 ) Huald
AR Axd ‘2.533\ U

85.Fussilat,24,30

But receive the glad tidings
of Paradise which you have
been promised
O 53 B8 Al Al )5l

86.Az- Zukhruf,25,8

So |eave them speak
nonsense and play until
they meet the day of theirs
which they have been
promised
18l (Ao ) gaaly g ) gun g3 a0 )38
Gse 52 g age s

87.Al-Jathiya,25,32

Lo )Y de Ll

88.Al-Ahgaf,26,16

A promise of truth,which
they have been promised
Ose 5 ) 5S GAl aall e g

89.Al-Ahqaf,26,17

A promise of Allah
A ac
Do you promise me?
Gl 3y AT G (4 sl
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e g o) el g A8 g 80
G 4l

90.Al-Ahgaf, 26,35

When they will see that
which they are promised
U9 sl O

91.Muhammad, 26,
15

The Paradise which the
pious have been promised
Ol ae o Al dad) Jia

92.Al-Fath,26,20

Allah has promised you
abundant spoils that you
will capture
58S il A0 oSac

93.Al-Fath,26,29

Allah has promised those
who believe and do
righteous good
deeds,forgivenessand a
mighty reward
slac g1 sial cpdll Al 2e
\)_A\} 'é)éiu e@_m alallal
Lalae

94.Qaf, 26,32

Thisiswhat you are
promised
L Ol sl JS1 0 520 gila 12

95.Ath -Thariyat,26,5

Verily,what you are

promised istrue
Babal ) 52 8 Lail

96.Ath--Thariyat, 26,22

And in the heavren is your
provision,and that which
you are promised
O 5ileg oS8 ) slanll g

97.Al-Thariyat,26,60

Then woe to those who
disbelieve from their Day
which they have been
promised
G aga s e 1S cpall a5
Jie s

98.Al-Hadeed,27,10

To al Allah has promised
the best

M‘A‘M\MZJM}

99.Al-Mulk,29,25

They say:"When will this
promise comeif you are
telling the truth
AS O 2o gl 1 e sl s
O8aba

100.Al-M@arij,29,42

So leave them to plungein
vain talk and play
about,until they meet their
Day which they are
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promised
Lol s N sanlyg ) gaim gi a4 538
O3 53 s pga g
That isthe Day which they
101.Al-Maarij,29,44 are promised
093 9 ) gilS (Al o gall &l
When they see that which
102.Al-Jin,29,24 they are promised
e sala gl 513 s
Heaven will be cleft
104.Al-Muzzammil asunder.His promise is
29,18 certainly be accomplished
Y gziaode g S 4 lasia claudl
Surely,what you are
promised must come to
pass
QA\}E Oge g Ladl
And by the promised
Day(the Day of
106.Al-Burogj,30,2 Resurrection)
355 sl o 5l SAd] ective

105.Al-Mursalat,29,7

Table 2 below shows that the frequency of nouns denoting promises is
59(48%) while verbs comstitute 65(52%) .This shows that promises are
mostly denoted by verbs concerned with action that will be fulfilled, while the
use of nouns to express promises implies that promises are concret, precise
and accurate.Only one adjective is used in the whole verses which shows that
promises are not mere abstract description.The table also shows that verbs
used in the past are mostly(83%) active in which the doer of the action(the
promiser) is clear and understood,while 60% of verbs in the present are
passive in which there is no need to mention the promiser because it is
understood from the context .Most of the nouns(83%) are definite, clear,
certain and undoubtful, they will be fulfilled and cannot be lied.

Table 2: Frequency of explicit promisesin the Glorious Quran

Adjs(1, 1%)  Nouns(59,48%) Verbs(65, 52%)
Definite  Indefinite  imperative present past
Active passive acive passive
1 49 10 1 14 21 24 5
83% 17% 1.5% 40% 60% 83% 17

7.1.A.Definite Nouns

Table(3) shows the fequency of definite nouns in the Quranic verses
expressing promises.Most of the nouns are defined by annextation and
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association to Allah Almighty or pronouns referring to Allah which shows

that they are Allah's promises.
Frequency of Definite Nouns Table(3)

Defined by
Al(the)

Annexed
to Allah

|

Promisesin the....

Annexed
toLord
(Rab)

Annexed
to other
pronouns

Annexed
to Nouns

14

16

3

5

4

% 29 33% 6% 8% 10%

The number of definite nouns is 49(83%) of the total number of nouns. The
occurance of definite nounsis as follows:

Hispromise(7) x5, The promise(1)2¢=l!, The promise(4) szl

The promise of the reserecutions_a¥! 2= s The promise of Allah(16)4) x= 4

The promise of our Lord(1)l = 5 The promise of truth (1)G=l) 2=

The promise of Truth(1) sx<ll 3 The promise of my Lord(2)=. 2=

of atruthful promise(1) = i 3l This promise(6)c s 13

The truthful promise(1) & x50 Fulfilled our promise(1)e 5l salisa

Their promisg(l)  (paac 5)ptie ga His promise(1))sac s«

Y our promise(1)<he s my promise(1) e s

Y our promise(1)<le

Definite promises are clear, undoubtful and certain.They are defined by
"AL"(the) or by annexation to other nouns or pronouns,

1.Annexed to Allah, e.g., \
(55:11052)" O salns ap SISl Ba ) 2o g ) V)"
".Surely,the promise of Allah is trueBut most of them know
not." (Y unus,11,55)
2.Preceded by a demonstrative (this) referring to a promise in the previous
statement., e.g.,
(38:17 ¢ sLu¥)"alia L1 () 30 o) 134 e (5l sy 5"
And they say:"When will be this promise, if you speak the truth?"
(Al-Anbiya, 17:38)

3.Added to the possessive pronoun " His' which belongs to Allah
Almighty,e.g.,
(18 €29 ¢ Jajall) "Y g2ia s2e g S 4y yhadia Lol

" Heaven will be cleft asunder?His promiseis certainly be accomplished"
(AL-Muzzamil, 29, 18)

(47:13 ¢ asdlal)"aliis) o3 350 Al o)) 4l 038 g Caliia A0} GpraaiD"
" So think not that Allah will fail to keep His promise to his
Messengers.Certainly Allah is All-Mighty,All-able of Retribution".(lbrahim,
13:47)
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4.Annexed to Our Lord(Rabbuna)

(108 <15 &) ju¥N)"Y grial Uy 3o 9 IS Ol Ly Ol (5l 580 "
" And they say:Glory be to our Lord:Truly,the promise of our Lord must be
fulfilled."(AL-Isra, 15:108)

7.1.B.Indefinite Nouns:

The number of indefinite promises(nouns) is 10(17%) of the tota
number of nouns.These promises , though indefinite, they are stylisticaly
emphasized and certain. Their occurance is as follows:

apromise (1)lxs apromise(l) la= s apromise (1) 2= s« apromise (7))
Examples from the analysed verses are:
(104 ¢ 17¢ £V Galeld LS Ul Lle fas o
"Itisa promise binding on us."(Al-Anbiya :17,104 )
(111 <10 45l "ol Al 5 ¥ 8l ) 5l 8 Lis ale fas 4"
"It isa promisein truth which is binding on Him in the Torah and the Gospel
and the Quran"(At-Taubah,10,111)
(65¢ 12¢ 258) "2 538a e 3o g lld aly) A3 oS 5lo 8 ) griad JUid La 5 yand"
"But they killed her.So he said:Enjoy youselves in your homes for three
days. Thisisa promise that will not be lied." (Hud:12,65)

7.2.\erbs

7.2.1.Imperative Verbs
Only one imperative form of the verb is used in the whole verses Allah
Almighty challenges the Satan to promise the unbelievers, surely the promises
of the Satan are false.
(15664 ¢ &1 YN 502 V) GUasil) aadey e g ahde "
"And promise them.But the Satan promises them nothing but deceit."(AL-
|sra,64:15)

Present Active 7.2.2.
The occurance of the present active is as follows:

promises(1) = promises you(4)sSax
Do you(both) promise me(1) sl we promise them(3)s22x
promises them(4) s 22 Y ou promise them(1) sae) 5

(7 9¢ J&V )", Sl piaitlall (son) ) aSaay 3 4"
"And when Allah promises you one of the two parties that it should be
yours'(Al-Anfal, 9,7)

(40 ¢ 22 LBl )5 e V) liary aguiany ¢ salllall 22y o) 4"
"The wrong doers promise one another nothing but delusion” (Fatir,40)
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In both verses the doer of the action is mentioned.In the first verse the
promiser is Almighty Allah while in the second the wrong doers promise each
other.

7.2.3.Present passive .

The number of verbs in the present passive is 21(60%) of the present
verbs.In these promises the doer(the promiser) of the action is not mentioned,
it is understood from the context of the Quranic verses.

The promises will be fulfilled in the Day of Reckoning. The Paradise is
promised for the believers and punishment for the wrong doers. Their
frequency is asfollows:

They are promised(9)¢ s You are promised(12) s s
(134 8 alas¥I) "y hamay il Loy Y (938 g L "
"Surely ,that which you are promised will verily come to pass, and you cannot
escape from the punishment of Allah".(AL-Anam 8:134)
(53 23 cla)"luuall a5l G gae 65 La 120"
promised for the Day of Reckoning."(Sad,23:53) "Thisiswhat you are

(83 25 <L 3) "Gg9ae g1 (s aga s V8l in ) sanly g ) gai gi ok )28
"So leave them to speak nonsense and play until they meet the Day of theirs
which the have been promised.”"(AL-Zukhruf,25:83)

7.2.4. Past Active

The number of active past verbs is 24(83%).They are more frequently
used than the past passive. Their frequency is as follows:

You promised them (1)agdres Promised(9)2< s
He promised you (3) pSac You promised us(1)lbre 4
| promised you (1) eSaeg He promised it(2)ae 4
He promised us (3) bacy We promised him(1)sbae
promised (2) (x=35)%= They promised him(1)s sxc

The following verses show the use of the past active, the doer (promiser)
of the action is Allah,however , the past in the Quran states fact like the
present, e.g.,

Cilia Ak Slaas Led cpalla LV Liad (e (a3 Cllia Gl gall 5 (i 3all &) 28 6"

(77 < 10 A5l ) Malaall 55 Glld L) il (30 Ol gudn s 5 20
"Allah has promised the believers gardens underwhich rivers flow to dwell
therein forever,and beautiful mansions in gardens of And.But the greatest
bliss is good pleasure of Allah.That is the supreme success."(AL-Taubah, 10
77)

72¢ 17 ¢ CAJ\)"M\ BYIPR PP U:’j\ &) L JC\S\"

"The fire which Allah has promised to those who disbelieved, and worst
indeed is that destination.”(Al-Hajj, 17, 72)
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7.2.5.Past passive:
Only 5 (17%) verbs are used in the past passive and as follows:
We were promised ( 2 ) Lac were promised( 3 )ae
(68 ¢ 20 ¢ Jaill) "l Y1 kel WY 13 () J (e gl 5 ca 128 Liae g 3"
"Indeed we we were promised this- we and our forefathers before, verily,
these are nothing but tales of the anxious."(An-Naml, 20, 68)

8.Implicit Promises:

They ae the promises in which the word "promise" is not
mentioned.Promise is implied and understood from the contextual meaning of
theversee.qg.,

(16¢118¢ aka)"s =i sl g sai Y Al o))" 1
1. "Verily,you have(a promise from us) that you will never be hungry therein
nor naked."(Taha,16,118)

(21:26 « zall )" Lex ) Lol a8 Lgle ) g a5 ol (5 A1 6".2
2."And other (promises) which are not within your power,indeed Allah
Compasses them..." (AlFath,26:21)

(26c23 ¢ Q\:\J\M\)"Q)M eS.'\\ Lalia dal Ad) o )Y g elandl 0y 98" 3
3."(What has been promised to you) is the truth, just asit is the truth that you
speak” (Al-Thariyat:26,23)

O Cnl ol LS a jY) 8 agrbliiiend ciladlall | slae 5 aSie | giel () il ac 5" 4
(55 Lsll) "agld
4.(Allah has promised those among you who believe and do righteous deeds,
that He will certainly grant them succession in the land, as He granted it to
those before them)(An-Nur 55)

(55 J‘,ﬂ\)"?@ G‘ASJ‘ Lﬁ'ﬂ\ e@_'::m ?gl MJ"_ 5
5.(And that He will grant them the authority to practice their religion which
He has chosen for them) (An-Nur, 55)

(51 L) (Y asiy a 505 Liall sbadl ) gl (il 5 Liles ) alil 1) 6
6."Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those who
believe in this world's life and on the Day when the witnesses will stand
forth). (Ghafir, 51)

O ¥ Al (s a8 ¢ G gl agele day (e ab g i Y (B eyl et T
LY il ae s ¢l Saall g8 el o ey i) sl o giagall £ % Nasag ey (e g S8

(6-Tas M) "Osalea¥ (ulill i8I (SIg0ac o 4l
7."In the nearest land,and they , after their defeat, will be victorious,within
three to nine years.The decision of the matter, before and after is only with
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Allah.And on that day, the believers will rejoice.With the help of Allahh.He
helps whom he wills, and He is the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful A promise
of Allah, Allah fails not in His promise, but most of men know not." (Ar-
Rum 1-6)
&8 e agle (195 o1 gl gillad A1l Jaons (e ) s gl sl (58 15 8 3 1" 8
(36 J&V)" & galay
8."Verily, those who disbelieve spend their wealth to hinder (men) from the
path of Allah, and so will they continue to spend it; but in the end it will
become an anguish for them, then they will be overcome." (AL-Anfal, 36)

DALe) "G A aiga Gelidu e e G5 Siay Gadll Ol oS i Sseal oS5 JB "9

(60
9.And your lord said:"Invoke Me and ask me for anything, | will respond to
you.Verily, those who scorn My worship, will surely enter Hell in
humiliation!" (Ghafir 60,)

(des) ) (1S Vsle Glail g i e (Y (& Gl QUSI 3 Jil pusl s ) Uuadl ). 10
10."and we decreed for the children of Isragl in the Scriptureiindeed you
would do mischief in the land twice and you will be become tyrants

and exteremely arrogant!" (AL-Isra, 4)

hae 5 Sy SLall A J gakad pad (s sl U e oSole Uiy Lagd sl 2o 5 els 1" 11
( 5 « t)\).ny‘)"ij
11."So , when the promise came for the first of the two, we sent against you
slaves of ours given to terrible warfare. They entered the very innermost parts
of your homes. And it was apromise fulfilled".(AL-Isra, 5)

(6¢ &) NN puis ST aSlilea g i g J) el aSAa) 5 agale 3 S oS0 Ly 23 12
12."Then we gave you areturn of victory over them. And we helped
you with wealth and children and made you more numerous in man-power"
(AL-Isra, 6)

esdlledl ey 8 ol o salbiall (gabie Wi paa ¥ o SA ams (g s 8 i€ il " <13

(105¢sL¥1)" Goadle
13. "We have written in Az-Zabur after Ath-thikr that my righteous
slaves shall inherit the land" (Al-Anbiya , 105)

oS ge 5 Cilae (il ) £l () o1yl el AT Gally Lyigl) 4l s 5 ) (33 231014

(48 « geidll)"ly B Laid lId (553 (o Jand | galad ol Lo aled (4 jucaia g
14. "Indeed Allah shall fulfil the true vision which he showed to his
messenger in very truth.Certainly, you shall enter AL-masjid AL-Haram if
Allah wills, secure, having your heads shaved, and having your head hair cut
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short, having no fear.He knew what you knew not, and He granted besides
that a new victory."(AL-fath, 48)

Allah told His messenger that when the jews committed transgression,
Allah gave their enemies power over them to destroy their country and enter
the innermost parts of their homes. (Wikilslam, 2009, P.5)

So, when the time  for the first of the two prophecies came, we roused
against you servants of ours of great might.

Clin o L) agiad (e (5 a0 agilbals o) pgdgr Cladlall | glae 5 )53l dll 115

(9:10 : (i g) "auadll
15."Verily those who believe and do deeds of righteousness, their Lord will
guide them through their faith,under them will flow rivers in gardens of
Delight."(Yunus: 10.9)

Allah Almighty promised Peace , security and guidance to the believersin
every moment of their lives
(155 e_adl)"cnpball plug ..." 16
16." ...and give glad tidings to the patient(Al-Bagara,2,155)

(52:11 258)" e e Vsl 58 Y 9 oS58 13 58 aSa a9 ) ) hae oSile clasall Juup " .17
17." He will send you(from the sky) abundant rain, and add strength to your
strenghth, so do not turn away as criminals, disbelievers in the oneness of
Allah)."(Hud,11,52)

No believer doubts the the promises of Allah Almighty but we doubt that we
are of the faithful slaves of Allah and that we are deceived by the
satamn(Muhammad Saleem 2012,p.5)
18.Allah Almighty promised the believers mercy, protection, grace and
kindness

(19:9 « J&V)"Cppiagall e ) )y "
"For verily Allah iswith the believers'(AL-Anfal 9, 19).

19.Allah will also erase the evil from them (29,7)
1 shany VSIS 51 Cpuen) g Sl g agilinms agie (RS Clallall sl 5 1 sial il 5"
(7: 20 « & 5Siall)

"Those who believe...We shall expiate from them their evil deeds and
shallreward them according to the best of that which they used to do."
(Al-'nkabut, 20:7)
20.Allah also promised victory to the believers,

(47:21¢ as ) "Cpiaall juai lgde Wa oS, "
"...and it was due from us to aid (give victory) those who believed."(Ar-
Rum,21:47).The believers will go through many tests before victory is
granted.
21.Allah promised steadfastness and firmness to the believers:
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A Jady g Cppalldal) i) Judany 95 581 8 Liadl slaad) 8 il J gl | el ol ) d) iy
(27:13 ¢ alnl) " eliila
"Allah will establish in strength those who brelieve,with the word that stands
firmin this world and the Hereafter." (Ibrahim,13:27)
Protection from the Satan 22.
(99:14 « Jaill)" O 51 55y aga ) (Ao 5 1 sial (Al e Glabs A (e 431"
"No authorithy has he (the Satan) over those who believe and put their trust in
their Lord."(Al-Nahl,14:99) They will defeat him with the help of Allah.
23.Allah has aso promised to pay us back with more than we did.
(30:15 ¢ aeS)"See punl (10 el gl Ul ciladlall | glae g1 gial ) o) "
"..., certainly We shall not make the reward of anyone who does his
(righteous) deeds in the most perfect manner to be lost." (Al-Kahf,15:30)
9.Characteristics of the promisesin the Glorious Quran
One of the characteristics of the promises as reflected through the words of
the Quranic versesisthat they are truthful and binding ,e.g.,
(54c 16¢ e:\JA) " Y ey S AQJS\ é.ﬂ.ﬁa oS 4l Jae Laws) L) & RNl
"And mention in the book(the Quran)lsmail.Verily,he was true to what he
promised,and he was a M essenger,and a Prophet.(Maryam,16:54)
Another characteristic isthat they areright and real,e.g.,
(6 21« e})ﬂ\)"é& A ae g o) Huald "
"So be patient, the promise of Allah istrue(right),binding and that they will
be fulfilled" (Ar-Room, 21, 6)
(13:20 ¢ ()"0 galas¥ a8 yS) (815 Ba il 20 5 ) alatl 5 "
"...and that she might know that the promise of Allah is true.But most of
them know not." (Al-Qasas, 20, 13)
(61:20¢ Laaill)'---48Y gd Lina lac 5 sliae 5 (el
The promises of Allah Almighty are excellent,
"...We have promised him an excellent promise which he will find true." (Al-
Qasas, 20, 61)

On the other hand,the promises of the Satan are described as deceptive and
unfulfilled,
(22¢ 13:a1) ))"aSialals oSiae g5 3all ac g aSac 5 ) "
" Verily, Allah promised you a promise of truth.And I(the Satan) too
promised,but | betrayed you." (Ibrahim 13,22)
(64:15:61 5NN )5 )2 V) GUarlll aa sl 5"
"The Satan promises them nothing but deceit"(Al-Isra:15,64)

The promises of the wrong doers, like the promises of the Satan, are also
described as deceptive and unfulfilled.

(40 ¢ 22 < ,hlE)" )5 e V) Liazy aguiazy ¢ salllall aey o s "
The wrong doers promise one another nothing but delusion.(Fatir,22,40)
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10.Conclusions

On the basis of the above examples, we can conclude that all linguistic
forms specific to promises must express a further action, whether in the deep
structure or in their surface structure.An utterance would not be a promise if
the speaker did not intend it to be so.

Promises can be explicit using the word promise or other words like
shall, will, would, going to, looking forward to, let us, is asign of. Sometimes
the word promise is used + will. Other expressions are "l give my word", and
"give aword of honour".

1.The use of the past tense verb / wa'ada/ (promised) denoting the future, e.qg.,
(55 o5l (LY 8 agiilaiud clallall | glae 5 aSia | gial (A A 3 )
(Allah has promised those among you who believe and do righteous good
deeds, that he will certainly grant them succession in the land)(AL-Nur, 55)
2. The use of the preposition /lam/ + the present verb
(55 «osill) (Ll pgd g3 2a3 (e pgiland )
(And He will surely give them in exchange a safe security after their
fear)(AL-Nur, 55)
3.+ and < s»+(will) + verb in the present form
(144 ¢ ) me J) (Cp AL A (g 5m5)
(Allah will reward those who are grateful)(AL-Imran, 144)
4.The use of the past form of the verb to express promise in the future, e.g.,
(51 ¢ ) ¥ (hall JOa | guilad)
(They entered (will enter) the very innermost of your homes)(AL-Isra,51)
Other verbs are:
(We provided you )aStal (We sent)li=  (We decreed) Livzd
5.The use of the present to express a promise that will be fulfilled in the
future, e.q.,
(105 ¢ sbi¥)) (poaduall (gl Wi oY) )
(My righteous slaves(shall) inhert the land)(AL-Anbiya,105)
(52: 1)) pSile sland) Jos 0 "
He will send you(from the sky) abundant rain"(Hud, 11:52) "
6.The use of the imperative form of the verb,e.g.,
(155 ¢ 3,8)" G bl pdays "
"And give glad tidings to the patients."(AL-Bagarah , 155)
7.The use of with(will support),e.g.,
(19:9 ¢ J&V)" Cpia sall pa diil o) 5"
"For verily Allah iswith the believers." (Al-anfal, 9:19)

8.The use of expressions like "binding on Us", and "due from Us"

(47:21 ¢ a5 M) " Cpinsall yuailiple Ba S5 "
"It is due from Usthe victory of the believers."(Ar-rum, 21:47)
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The victory of the believers is binding on Allah Almighty and will be
fulfilled.
9.The use of the negation,e.g.,

(99:14¢ Jaill)" ) sial (pdll e ¢abes A3 (und 431
"He (the Satan) has(will have) no authority over those who believe..."
(Al-Nahl, 14:99).They will defeat him with the help of Almighty Allah.

(30:15 ¢ <aeSl)"Sae Guial (0 al gl L)

"We shall not make their reward to be lost"(Al-Kahf, 15:30)
10.Promises are aso associated with adjectives like real , true truthful ,binding
and right asit is clear from the examplesin section 9.
11.Parents can set an example for their children.Training starts with the
childhood in the environment of the family.If we make a promise to the
children we have to fulfill it.
12.The doer of the action is allah Almighty (the promiser), the promised are
mostly the believers, the promised things are the Paradise, the inheritance of
the land, firmness and steadfastness, peace after fear victory over enemy,
giving agood life and areward in proportion to the best of what they used to
do.
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