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First Person Singular Pronoun in Reference
to Allah in the Holy Quran

Mohamed Al-Doghan

Department of Arabic, College of Education, King Faisal University
Al-Hassa, Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

The preset investigates the stylistic feature of using the first person
singular pronoun in reference to Allah in some cases in the Holy Quran, the
Muslim Holy Book. It undertakes a qualitative analysis of the occurrence of
the first person pronoun in singular and plural forms, comparing these two
types of reference. It then studies the functional aspects of this phenomenon
in the other parts of the Quran. The result of this comparison shows high
level of agreement between the random sample and the rest of the Quranic
text.

The results obtained can be summarized in the following points:
- Most of the first person pronouns in reference to Allah in the Quran are in
the plural.

- The cases in which the first person pronoun refers to Allah in the singular,
are limited in number and specific to certain semantic features most
important of which are the following attributes: monotheism, worship,
address of the favored, promises to the faithful and obedient, threats to the
unbelievers and disobedient,

- The singular form of the first person pronoun is typically used in the above
contexts because it is found to signify proximity and uniqueness more than
other pronouns.

Finally, the study recommends further investigations of other stylistic
features in the Quran to discover the rhetorical and/or functional function of
a particular formulation rather than others.




