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Abstract

The forthcoming dissertation, provided for a PHD in Qira'at, is titled “Imam Abu
Shama Al-Magqdisi and His Methodology in His Book “lbraz Al-ma'ani”. It is divided into
two chapters, preceded by a preface and followed by an epilogue.

The first chapter offers a case study of Imam Abu Shama. Its four sections describe:
his personal life; his quest for knowledge; his achievements; and his position at the science of
Qira‘at in light of his achievements.

The second chapter opens with a preamble that provides a biography of Imam Al-
Shatibi and expounds on his poem, “Al-Shatibiah ” highlighting its prominence in the science
of Qira'at. This preamble also provides an overview of the principal works that had attempted
to explicate “Al-Shatibiah” and ends with the author’s Esnad to "Al-Shatibiah".

Following this, the chapter splits into five sections. The first deconstructs the title
“Ibraz Al-ma'ani,” verifies that the book is Abu Shama’s authentic work, and examines its
scientific value; the second describes Imam Abu Shama’s approach to the explication as well
as the sources, both scholars and books; the third points out the treasures within the book,
exposing the richness that arose from the union of Imam Abu Shama’s talents, passion, and
dedication; the fourth discusses his method of providing an overview of the differences
among the Qira'at concerning every relevant ayah, followed by his personal choice of
pronunciation, and his revisions to “Al-Shatibiah” and the fifth compares “lIbraz Al-ma‘ani” to
other explications of “Al-Shatibiah ” ending with its influences on posterity.

The dissertation concludes with a summary of findings; suggestions for further
research; glossaries, the most significant of which contains Imam Abu Shama’s own
definitions for Qira'at terminology; and beneficial appendices.

The author asks that Allah accepts this work and that it benefits the scholars of Al-
Shatibiah.
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